ASH WEDNESDAY MASS 2012      Holy Rosary School
22nd  February 2012
8:15am Wednesday 
Altar Servers – 
Ash Distributors – 
Music - 

Year 3-7 teachers –Bring Prayer Booklets.  

Offertory Gift Bearers: 
Welcome: 
Good morning everyone and welcome to our Mass to celebrate this special day called Ash Wednesday. Today we pray and sing together and ask God to bless and guide us in all we do. We will hear Readings and watch a Gospel Play performed by the Year 6 Students. 

Ash Wednesday is the start of Lent, which is the 40 days we as Catholics use to prepare ourselves for Easter. During Lent, Project Compassion is run as a fundraising initiative. Project Compassion is set up to raise money for other people in need, especially children from other countries.

One representative from each class will collect a Project Compassion Box from Fr Paul for a blessing and then take these back to class. These boxes will then be kept on class prayer tables so much needed money can be raised.
Please stand and join in our Entrance Hymn, Hearts on Fire 
Entrance Hymn:  Hearts on Fire by Michael Mangan
We come from ancient Dreamtime,

From the bush, or by the sea.

We come from a thousand city streets.

We are the rich and lowly,

We are the poor and strong,

We come to share this moment, 

Gathering here, singing one song.

With our hearts on fire with the love of Jesus,

Hearts on Fire, Let’s spread the word!

Hearts on fire, Feel the Spirit blazing!

Hearts on fire,

Called to live the Good News in this land,

Setting hearts on fire,

With our hearts on fire

Setting hearts on fire

We long to live in freedom, we yearn for unity,

We dream of justice, joy and peace. 

Spirit fill us with your power,

Jesus help us live your call, 

O Creator give us wisdom,

So we will be, Good News for all.

We are the voice of Jesus,

We are his heart and hands,

We are his body in our land.

Stand Up! Live the story!

To all the world proclaim!

Go out to all creation!

Lighting the fire, fanning the flames!
Welcome:  
Introduction Rite: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
All: 

Amen

Father: 
Dear children, welcome to this special celebration. Let the words of today, stay within us, as we journey closer to God. The grace and the peace of God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with us. 
All: 

And with your spirit.
Penitential Rite:
Lord Jesus, You call us your children and ask us to care for one another.

Lord have mercy.

Lord Jesus, You give us freedom to choose to believe in you.

Christ have mercy.

Lord Jesus, You are the way to wholeness and holiness.

Lord have mercy.

Opening Prayer:  
Let us pray.

The coming of Lent will be a good time to think of those things in our lives that we are sorry for and to think of how we can do better.  Let us pray to God that this season of Lent may bring us the blessing of your forgiveness and the gift of your light.  We make this prayer through Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen.

First Reading:  Genesis  9:   8 - 15
A reading from the book of Genesis
God Spoke to Noah and his sons, ‘See, I establish my Covenant with you, and spoke with your descendants after you; also with every living creature to be found with you, birds, cattle, and every wild beast with you: everything that came out of the ark, everything that lives on the earth. I establish my Covenant with you: no thing of flesh shall be swept away again by the waters of the flood. There shall be no flood to destroy the earth again.

God said, ‘Here is the sign of the Covenant I make between myself and you and every living creature with you and for all generations: I set my bow in the clouds and it shall be a sign of the Covenant between me and the earth. When I gather the clouds over the earth and the bow appears in the clouds, I will recall the Covenant between myself and you and every living creature of every kind. And so the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all things of flesh.’
This is the Word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God
Gospel:


Mark 1:12-15
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark
 

The Spirit drove Jesus out into the Wilderness and he remained there for forty days, and was tempted by Satan. He was with the wild beasts and the angels looked after him.

 

After John had been arrested, Jesus went into Galilee. There he proclaimed the Good News from God. 'The time has come' he said 'and the kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent, and believe the Good News.'

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Homily:

Blessing of Project Compassion Boxes
One representative from each class come forward to collect a Project Compassion Box which will be blessed by Fr Paul then they will take it back to class.
Pre Primary –
Year 1 – 

Year 2 – 
Year 3 – 

Year 4 – 

Year 5 – 

Year 6 – 

Year 7 – 
Distribution of the Ashes
Ash Distributors – 
Father: The Ashes were from the then palms used from Last year’s Palm Sunday.

Classes receive Ashes – left side of aisle go to back of Church – right side of aisle – go to front.
Nominated ‘ash distributors’ will distribute ashes to classes.
Ash Distributor says: “REMEMBER JESUS AND DO WHAT IS RIGHT.”

Song for Ash Wednesday whilst Ashes are being distributed
Out of the Ashes by Michael Mangan
Fire in the forest leaves us ashes,
Ashes lie smoking on the ground.
All the old and dead wood lies in ashes,
But don’t be sad, don’t let it bring you down.

For in the ashes new seeds are sown,
From the ashes new life will grow.
Leave the past in ashes, 
Let the old things give way,
Start a fresh new life right here today,
In the ashes, from the ashes, out of ashes.
Now we leave our failings far behind us,
Leave them in the forest fire to burn.
All that’s left behind is cold grey ashes,
And in the ashes now to God we turn.
For in the ashes new seeds are sown,
From the ashes new life will grow.
Leave the past in ashes, 
Let the old things give way,
Start a fresh new life right here today,
In the ashes, from the ashes, out of ashes.
Repeat 2x
Prayers of the Faithful:
Father: We all have needs and we want to change.  We now pray for our needs and the needs of others.
1. Lord, we pray that the people of the world turn back to You, to live in peace and love.  Lord hear us.

All: Lord hear our prayer.

2. Lord, we ask Your blessings on those who have no one to turn to in times of need.  Lord hear us.

All: Lord hear our prayer.

3. Lord, we pray that people turn from their lives of greed to lives of generosity and justice.  Lord hear us.

All: Lord hear our prayer.

4. Lord, help us to turn people’s lives from sadness and despair to lives of hope and happiness.  Lord hear us.

All: Lord hear our prayer.

5. Lord, as we continue this school year together, we thank you for the many people who work to help us, like our parents, teachers and our friends. May you continue to bless the school with such special people. Lord hear us.

All: Lord hear our prayer.

6. Lord, we pray that our school and parish community looks after those people who are less fortunate than us, by donating to Project Compassion. Lord hear us.

All: Lord hear our prayer.

Offertory Gift Bearers: 
Offertory Hymn: Gifts by Jane Mitchell
Oh Lord our God, we bring the bread

The bread of life, the bread of love,

A gift from you.

Oh Lord our God, we bring the wine

The wine of faith, the wine of love,

A gift from the vine.

Please take these gifts, and make them whole

Sweet nourishment, food for the soul

With grateful hearts, we bring these gifts

O Lord our God with humble hearts

We bring our love.

Prayer over the Gifts: 
Lord, let this sacrifice which we offer be pleasing to You and may all those who celebrate the beginning of a new year live the whole year in Your love.  We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen

Eucharistic Prayer:  For children No. 2 

The Lord’s Prayer:
Sign of Peace: 
Lamb of God:  

Communion: All Students from Year 5 – Year 7 come forward for Communion or a Blessing 
Communion Hymn: Given to You by Michael Mangan
Oh take, take and eat.

Oh take, take and drink.

This is my body, this is my blood.

Oh eat of this bread

And drink from this cup. 
This l have given for you.

We are called to share this table of new life:  
 Old and young, weak and strong. 
Come and eat, come and drink from the cup of life. 
Come and lift your voices, join the song. 

We are called to share the story of our lives: 
Rich and poor, blind and lame. 

Sharing together in this mystery of life, 

As we gather here in Jesus' name. 

We are called to share the journey of our lives: 

Lost and lonely, broken hearts. 

Bringing our joys and hurts, our hopes and dreams. 

Though one body, we are many parts. 

Final Blessing:  
Lord God, be with us during this season of Lent. Bring us closer to You and help us change our lives as we prepare for the great feast of Easter. We ask this and all our prayers in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  AMEN

Recessional Hymn

Go Now in Peace by Andrew Chinn

Chorus

Go now, go now,
Go now in peace!
Go now, in peace now,
To love and serve the Lord!
Verse 1

Jesus has spoken to us
Through our God’s sacred word
We have listened and we’ve shared
And our hearts have been stirred
Verse 2

Jesus has called us to share
In this most sacred of meals
Through his body and blood
We are one and we are healed

Verse 3

His love will not ever leave us
His love will not ever cease
He will walk with us always
As we go now in peace
Verse 4

Let us carry Him in our hearts
As we love and as we pray
We are sent forth to live his word
In all we do, in every day
Conclusion:  Thank you for joining in our celebration this morning and for singing to the songs beautifully. Thank you to the students who read from the Bible, especially for Miss Chloe and the Year 6 Class for performing the play for the Gospel. Thank you to the students who read the Prayers of Faithful. Also thank you to Mr Rob for reading our Welcome message and for Miss Lisa for playing the music, our altar servers Merle and Stevie and our gift bearers Joshua and Caitlin.
