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THE KIMBERLEY COMPANION 

 
The Kimberley Companion is an additional 

resource that supplements each unit of the 

Archdiocese of Perth Religious Education 

Program. The purpose of this publication is to 

provide practical assistance to teachers as they 

present an appropriate course in Religious 

Education for Aboriginal students, especially 

those living in remote communities. 

 

With each unit, notes focusing on content, 

methodology or the use of particular resources 

will be included. These notes will not replace the 

background information provided in the 

archdiocesan text, but are intended to give 

additional assistance to the teacher. 

 

In the ‘Sample Program’ in Section Three of each 

support document, key understandings, learning points, suggested strategies, support materials and 

an appropriate prayerful response are recorded. These are merely suggestions and may trigger other 

ideas more suited to local students. 

 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION POLICY 

 
The Catholic Education Commission of Western Australia has a policy on Religious Education.  It 

is important that you familiarise yourself with this document.  It can be found online on the CEO 

website.   

 

The policy outlines the MINIMUM time allocation for Religious 

Education in Catholic schools in Western Australia.   

 

3 and 4 year old 

programs (pre-

Kindy or Kindy) 

Teachers are required to plan an 

atmosphere where ‘God talk’ permeates 

all learning experiences as a natural part 

of the day. 

Pre-Primary – Yr 1  15 minutes per day mat time and activity 

integrated into centres through the day. 

Yr 2 - 7 30 minutes per day 

Yr 7 - 10 160 minutes per week 

Yr 11 - 12 220 minutes per week 

 

Liturgies and other catechesis activities including Christian 

service are essential for the effective evangelisation of 

students but are separate from the Religious Education 

program and are not part of the time allocation. There needs to 

be at least 60 minutes per week of such experiences 

averaged over the particular year level’s academic year. 
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ACCESSING THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION RESOURCES ONLINE 

(follow the arrow) 

 Go to http://intranet.cathednet.wa.edu.au/.   

 When prompted, type your username (cathednet\surname.first name) and password (your CEO 

email password) 

 A page like this will be displayed… 

 

 Click on the “Curriculum” tab at the top of the page.  The page will look like this… 

 

http://intranet.cathednet.wa.edu.au/
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 The top row is Religious Education, so go along and click on the corresponding column for the year 

level you are teaching.  The page will display like this… 

 

 Click on the “+” tab under Documents.   

 

 Here you will find the year planner for your year level, programming sheets and other resources. 

 

 

You can 

also get 

some ideas 
from our 
tweets! 
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 To find the Kimberley Companion and the Religious Education Units for Children with Severe 

Cognitive Impairment hover your mouse over the “Initiatives” tab at the top of the page and click 

on the “Editure Closure” tab in the drop down menu. 

 

 Your screen will look like this… 

 

 Next double click on the Religious Education folder, which will open subfolders, including one for 

the Kimberley Companion units and the Units for Students with Severe Cognitive Impairment.  You 

then need to just look for the unit you need. 
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 To find the Let the Little Children Come to Me resources for the early years, go back to the 

“Inititaive” tab at the top of the page and click on the “Religious Education” tab in the drop down 
menu. 
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 From here you can use the bar to the left of the page to find resources.  If you clikc on the “Let the 
Little Children Come to Me” tab, you can download the whole resource, watch some Godly Play 
videos or find YouTube backing tracks fro some og the general RE songs from the resource. 

 You can click on any of the topics and find wonder questions, a download for centre ideas and song 
backing tracks for each of the topics. 

 You can click on the “Bible Stories”  tab and find the story, wonder questions and background 
information on the stories used throughout the resource.   
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STEP A 
How can I raise awareness of the religious meaning of my students’ personal experiences? 

 Wondering at religious meaning of personal experiences (A1, A2) 

 Understanding what these experiences reveal about God (A3) 

STEP B 
What do I want my students to know and understand about Jesus as Saviour and the help Jesus 

gives people? 

 Jesus models (B1) 

 Christ helps us in our daily lives (B2)  

STEP C 
What do I want my students to know and understand about the basic teachings of Christ-

summarised in the Creed, Sacraments, Christian Life and Christian prayer? 

 Prayer, Sacraments, Bible, Jesus, Church (C1, C2) 

 Morality (C3) 

 Continuing to wonder (C4)  

STEPS OF THE PROCESS IN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 
Every Unit of Work follows the structure below (boxes to the left) and is outlined in the front of the 

Unit.  The boxes to the right outline, generally, where you can find Key Understandings and 

Learning Points that lead to learning of the Religious Education Learning Area Outcomes.  These 

outcomes are used to assess and report in RE and so it is important that oyu are familiar with them 

prior to starting your planning.  See p. 4-6 for elaborations of the outcomes.   
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STEPS FOR PLANNING TO RAISE RELIGIOUS AWARENESS 

IN THE EARLY YEARS  

(3 and 4 year old Kindy) 

 
In Kindy or pre-Kindy talk of God and Jesus permeates every aspect of your day and so planning in 

RE is done differently to other Primary years.  If you teach pre-Kindy or Kindy, the RE document is 

as yet unpublished.  If you do not have a copy of the draft in your school, please contact Jo Harris 

on harris.joanne@cathednet.wa.edu.au and you will be sent one.  If you have any queries about 

teaching RE in the early years, please also contact Jo and she can organise to support you. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

1. Students’  

Interest   
Identify the interest and/or the needs of 
the students to identify possible learning 

opportunities.   
How can I create learning opportunities 

which will allow the team to talk naturally 
to children about God or which will allow 
children the opportunity to wonder and 
explore and develop their spirituality? 

2.  Work through the 

Aims 

Using the aims identify possible learning 
experiences that would help bring children 

to a greater religious awareness. 
Consider wonder questions that might be 

prompted by the theme.  
Identify relevant prayer experiences and 

Bible stories. 

3. Plan Learning Centres 

 Plan learning centres which provide opportunities for 
children to explore, wonder, respond, engage with, 
discover, communicate and investigate through the 
identified experiences.   

 

 

4.  Assess Learning and 

Review Planning 

Assess the learning through the same methods 
used for all learning areas e.g. observation, 

checklists etc. 

 

mailto:harris.joanne@cathednet.wa.edu.au
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GETTING PREPARED FOR RE PLANNING IN THE 

KIMBERLEY 
 

These are the documents you will need to assist you in your planning for RE in the Kimberley if 

you are teaching Primary students from Pre-Primary to Year 7 –  

 

The Unit of Work you are planning (either hard copy or from the intranet)     

 

 

 

The corresponding Kimberley Companion (either hard copy or from 

The intranet) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are teaching Middle School (Yr 8-10), you will need the Come 

Follow Me Book related to your year level.  There are no Kimberley 

Companions for Secondary students, although as a teacher you are always 

aware of ensuring that you cater for your student’s needs, interests and 

cultural context.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will also need a year planner (your REC 

will show you where you can get this), which 

looks like this –  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally you will need a format for planning.  Some ideas for planning formats can be found on the 

intranet.
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SUGGESTED TIMINGS FOR THE PRIMARY UNITS OF WORK 

 

PP-1 (15 minutes per day) 

EACH UNIT OF WORK LASTS FOR THREE WEEKS 

 MON TUES WED THURS FRI 

WEEK 1 A1-A2 A3 

WEEK 2 B1-B2 

WEEK 3 C1-C2 C3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pre-Primary – Year One 
Read the overview for a summary of the unit. Read the Teacher Background Material. What are 
the Key Understandings and Learning Points? Which aims are most appropriate for this unit of 

work? 
 

A  WONDERING AT THE CREATOR 
A1 Wondering at the experiences of being human    (all timing approximate)  2/3 days 
 What are common human experiences that I can tap into with the children? 
 Which strategies will explore common human experiences? 
 Which resources may be appropriate? Which prayers? 
A2 Wondering at the religious meaning of these experiences 
A3 Understanding what these experiences reveal about God      2 days 

Select appropriate strategies that will explore the meaning of their human experience and 
what they reveal about God. 
Focus on the attribute of God outlined in the unit 
Which strategies and resources may be appropriate? Which prayers? 

 
B THE PROMISE OF CHRISTIAN SALVATION 
B1 Christ models the Christian Promise         2 days 
 Which pieces of Scripture will the class explore? 
 Which strategies will help the students know more about Jesus? 
 Which resources will be helpful? Which prayers? 
B2 Christ empowers people to live like him         2 days 

Which strategies will help the students explore how people are empowered to live as Jesus 
teaches? 
Which resources will be helpful? Which prayers? 

 
C CHRISTIAN RESPONSE 
C1 Church life             2 days 

Which strategies will help students know and understand the basic experiences of Catholic 
life? 
Which resources will be helpful? Which prayers? 

C2 The person of Christ calls the believer to become      2 days 
Which strategies will help students explore how people are called to live as Jesus wants? 

C3 Continuing to wonder at Christian possibilities       2 days 
 Which strategies will best help the students review the KU’s and LP’s? 
 Which prayer experiences relating to the unit will draw it to a close?   
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Yrs 2-7 (30 minutes per day) 

EACH UNIT OF WORK LASTS FOR FIVE WEEKS 

 MON TUES WED THURS FRI 

WEEK 1 A1-A2 A3 

WEEK 2 B1-B2 

WEEK 3 C1-C3 

WEEK 4 

WEEK 5 C3/C4 
 

 
 

Years Two-Six/Seven 
Read the overview for a summary of the unit. Read the Teacher Background Material. What are 
the Key Understandings and Learning Points? Which aims are most appropriate for this unit of 

work? 
A  WONDERING AT THE CREATOR 
A1 Wondering at the experiences of being human     (all timing approximate)  2/3 days 
 Students think about and reflect upon human experiences. 
 Which strategies will explore common human experiences? 
 Which resources may be appropriate? Which prayers? 
A2 Wondering at the religious meaning of these experiences 
A3 Understanding what these experiences reveal about God       2 days 

Select appropriate strategies that will explore the meaning of their human experience and 
what they reveal about God. 
Focus on the attribute of God outlined in the unit 
Which resources may be appropriate? Which prayers? 

 
B THE PROMISE OF CHRISTIAN SALVATION 
B1 Christ models the Christian Promise            4 days 
 Which pieces of Scripture will the class explore? 
 Which strategies will help the students know more about Jesus? 
 Which resources will be helpful? Which prayers? 
B2 Christ empowers people to live like him           3 days 

Which strategies will help the students explore how people are empowered to live as Jesus 
teaches? 
Which resources will be helpful? Which prayers? 

 
C CHRISTIAN RESPONSE 
C1 Church life          8 days 

Which strategies will help students know and understand the basic experiences of Catholic 
life? 
Which resources will be helpful? Which prayers? 

C2 The person of Christ calls the believer to become       3 days 
Which strategies will help students explore how people are called to live as Jesus wants? 

C3 Continuing to wonder at Christian possibilities           2 days 
 Which strategies will best help the students review the KU’s and LP’s? 
 Which prayer experiences relating to the unit will draw it to a close?  
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AN OUTLINE OF THE PLANNING PROCESS IN RE IN  

PRE-PRIMARY TO YEAR SEVEN 
 

 
 

  

1. FILL OUT YOUR YEAR PLANNER  
 Get the year planner that corresponds to the year level/s that you have in your class and 

that fits the Scope and Sequence plan of Units for your school, if your school has 

composite classes.   

 Collect dates for school events that will impact on your teaching time each term. Enter 

these events, along with any liturgical feats celebrated by your school, in the celebrations 

column of your Planning Calendar. 

 Determine the order of units for the year, considering the liturgical calendar to ensure 

that the units for Lent/Easter and Advent are taught at the appropriate time.   

 Consider any units that may focus on Mary and teach them around May and October. 

 Consider class sacramental celebrations and plan to teach sacramental units in plenty of 

time before the reception of the sacrament.    

 Consider school sacramental celebrations and plan to teach units that relate to that 

sacrament at that time.  In this way, they whole school is learning about the same thing! 

 Consider units that may be more appropriate: 

 as an introduction to the year (eg. A unit on uniqueness or family) 

 as a conclusion to the year  

 Fill in the catechesis column of the planner with school and class events, liturgies and 

prayer experiences – eg.  Stations of the Cross, Advent prayer service, Class Mass… 

 

2.  READ THE TEACHER BACKGROUND MATERIAL FOR YOUR UNIT 

OF WORK 
 The teacher background material can be found at the front of both the Unit and the 

corresponding Kimberley Companion.  Read both and they will give you the information 

that you need to help you plan and teach the unit. 

 On the front page of your planning sheet (found on the intranet), in the Unit Context box 

(see below) write one sentence summing up where the unit is going in the A section, one 

sentence summing up where the unit is going in the B section and one sentence summing 

up where the unit is going in the C section.  (See Appendix One, for an example) 
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3.  COPY AND PASTE THE KEY UNDERSTANDINGS AND LEARNING 

POINTS FROM THE ONLINE UNIT OF WORK 
 Go to the intranet and find the year level and then Unit that you are planning and open the 

PDF of the document.  Copy the Key Understandings and Learning Points and paste them 

into the columns under the Unit Context.  

Note:  The Key Understandings and Learning Points in the Kimberley Companions match the 

Key Understandings and Learning Points in the Units, they may just be simplified or 

extended, depending on the content. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 4. PLAN YOUR PROGRAM 
 In your program, block out days when you know you will not be able to teach RE (eg. Whole 

school sports carnival, excursion, public holiday). 

 Using the sample timings above, work out the timing for each learning point. 

 Using the suggested strategies in both the Unit and the Kimberley Companion, and with your 

students in mind, plan strategies to teach the content of the program. 

 Remember to consider the different learning styles and levels of your students, making sure to 

cater for all. 

 Consider how you can raise the thinking from lower order to higher order in some of the 

activities. 
 Consider how you will incorporate the Australian Curriculum General Capabilities and Cross-

curriculum Priorities in your program and indicate these links in your planning. If you are 

teaching in the early years, you also need to consider how you are using the EYLF Principles 

and Practices in your program and indicate these links in your planning. 

 Plan for assessment within the program.  Indicate on your program what will be assessed and 

how it will be assessed.  Also indicate what  learning point this assessment informs (this can 

be done on the bottom of the front page of your program). 

 

http://www.ceo.wa.edu.au/mydesktop/ENB,100411083600691/StaticLayout,100411115631021
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CHECKLIST FOR PRIMARY RE PROGRAMS 

 
Unit context completed  
RE Aim/s to be assessed noted  
Assessment task/s highlighted and outlined in 

program 
 

All Key Understandings covered and numbered  
Learning Points for each Key Understanding 

stated 
 

Links to the EYLF (K-Yr 2) and the Australian 

Curriculum General Capabilities and Cross-

curriculum Priorities (P-Yr 10) noted. 

 

A variety of strategies used that lead to higher 

order thinking 
 

Links with other Learning Areas demonstrated  
All levels of student ability catered for   
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TIMING FOR SECONDARY RE  

 

YEAR 7:   EACH UNIT OF WORK LASTS FOR FIVE WEEKS (see 

suggested timings on p. 12) (30 mins a day) 

YEAR 8-10:  ONE UNIT A TERM, IN THE ORDER PRESCRIBED 

BY THE “COME FOLLOW ME” BOOKS (160 mins a week) 

YEAR 11-12:  ONE UNIT A SEMESTER (220 mins a week) 
 

 

 

AN OUTLINE OF THE PLANNING PROCESS IN RE IN YEARS 

EIGHT TO TEN 
 

 
 

  

1.  FILL OUT YOUR YEAR PLANNER  
 Get the year planner that corresponds to the year level/s that you have in your class and 

that fits the Scope and Sequence plan of Units for your school, if your school has 

composite classes.   

 Collect dates for school events that will impact on your teaching time each term. Enter 

these events, along with any liturgical feats celebrated by your school, in the celebrations 

column of your Planning Calendar. 

 Fill in the catechesis planning column of the planner with whole school, class and year 

level litrugies, prayer experiences, retreats etc… 

 

2.  READ THE TEACHER BACKGROUND MATERIAL FOR YOUR UNIT 

OF WORK 
 Read the text of the unit. Read the Teacher Background Material.  

 What are the Key Understandings and Learning Points? 

 Which outcomes are most appropriate for the unit of work? 

 On the front page of your planning sheet (found on the intranet) in the Unit Context box 

(see below) write one sentence summing up where the unit is going. 
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3.  COPY AND PASTE THE KEY UNDERSTANDINGS AND LEARNING 

POINTS FROM THE BOOK 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. PLAN YOUR PROGRAM 
 In your program, block out days when you know you will not be able to teach RE (eg. Whole 

school sports carnival, excursion, public holiday). 

 Work out the timing for each learning point.  The timing of the unit will depend on the content 

for each chapter. How much content is involved in the chapter?  How much time is required 

by each of the selected activities? 

 It is important to understand that the units of work in secondary classes should be taught in the 

order presented in the Student Resource. The Key Understandings and Learning Points are 

essential to the unit and must be covered in the learning and teaching program. 

 Using the suggested strategies in the “Come Follow Me” book, the student resource, learning 

and teaching program and the teacher resource (see p. 10 for where to get these)  and any other 

sources you’ve collected, and with your students in mind, plan strategies to teach the content 

of the program. 

 Remember to consider the different learning styles and levels of your students, making sure to 

cater for all. 

 Consider how you can raise the thinking from lower order to higher order in some of the 

activities. 

 Plan for assessment within the program.  Indicate on your program what will be assessed and 

how it will be assessed.  Also indicate what outcome this assessment informs (this can be done 

on the bottom of the front page of your program).  Focus assessment items on the outcomes 

being covered in the unit.  Determine assessment items that are varied and allow all students to 

demonstrate their understanding of the work covered.  Use a variety of techniques to record 

student achievement. 
 Plan an activity at the end of each unit that allows the students to reflect and celebrate their 

understandings e.g. prayer service, mass, meditation, reflection etc. 
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CHECKLIST FOR SECONDARY RE PROGRAMS 

 
Unit context completed  
RE Aim/s to be assessed noted  
Assessment task/s highlighted and outlined in 

program 
 

All Key Understandings covered and numbered  
Learning Points for each Key Understanding 

stated 
 

A variety of strategies used that lead to higher 

order thinking 
 

Cross-curricula connections indicated  
All levels of student ability catered for   
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APPENDIX ONE:  SAMPLE PRIMARY PROGRAM 

Assessment Focus for this Unit: 
B2.2,  C2.1 and C2.3 
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APPENDIX TWO:  SOME EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT - 

PRIMARY 

 

PRE-PRIMARY:  MY FAMILY 

 
ASSESSMENT – RECONCILIATION WITHIN MY FAMILY 

 

Content: 

Students are able to identify ways they show love to others. 

Students are able to indentify ways to say sorry to others. 

 

Task: 

Students draw and write/ have scribed two ways they show love to members of their family. 

Students draw and write/have scribed one way they can say sorry to a member of their family. 

 

In this assessment the students will: 

 identify ways to show love in their family.  

 identify ways they can say sorry to members of their family. 

 

 

 

 

YEAR THREE:  CHRISTIAN CONSCIENCE 

 
ASSESSMENT – THE SECOND RITE OF RECONCILIATION 

 

Content: 

Students are able to correctly order the steps in the 

Rite of Reconciliation. 

 

In this assessment the students will: 

 correctly sequence the parts of the Second 

Rite of Reconciliation.   
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YEAR SIX:  GOD PROVIDES FOR ALL – EUCHARIST 
 
Content: 
Students are able to retell the events of the Last Supper. 
Students are able to identify what Jesus was teaching his disciples when he washed their feet. 
Students explain how the events of the Last Supper are celebrated by Catholics today. 
 
 
Assessment Task 
Jesus shared the Last Supper with his friends. Complete the written activities and write a postcard 
to a friend telling them about the event as though you were there. Describe what happened 
including how Jesus taught his friends about love for each other. Conclude by explaining what all 
that happened might mean for a friend of Jesus today.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment Rubric 

You are 
expected to 

Your response will be 
assessed ‘Satisfactory’ 

if you, 
 

Your response will be 
assessed ‘Good’ if 

you, 

Your response will be 
assessed ‘Very Good’ 

if you, 

Compare the 
Last Supper 
with the story 
from Exodus 

Makes some comparisons 
with the Exodus story 

Make  some relevant 
comparisons with the 
Exodus story 

Link your comparisons with 
specific references to both 
passages 

Give three 
examples of 
how people 
show they are 
keeping the 
‘new covenant’ 
of Jesus  

Give three examples with 
some explanation of the 
ways Jesus’ followers care 
for others and can say why 
Christians are obeying 
Jesus’ when they celebrate 
together at Mass 

Give three examples that 
show you understand that 
Christians are called to 
care for others and that 
Christians obey Jesus by 
celebrating Mass where he 
is present 

Give three examples that 
show you understand that 
the Church promotes love 
and forgiveness and that 
the Church community 
celebrate their relationship 
with God in the Mass 

Describe what 
happened in 
the Last Supper 
to a friend  

Can recall the main points of 
the story of the Last Supper 

Can recall the  story of the 
Last Supper in detail 

Can recall the story of the 
Last Supper in detail – 
listing steps and comparing 
it to the Mass 

 

 

 

 

Dear ____,             

 
I wish you had been there… 


