RESOURCES FOR LENT, HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 
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Websites:

www.sparklebox.co.uk – for visual aids and sequencing of Easter story.

www.communication4all.co.uk – for IWB Easter story.

http://www.caritas.org.au/project_compassion_10/index.html - Caritas website with resources for Project Compassion.

http://www.cafod.org.uk/primary/fast-day/ - Cafod website – the UK equivalent of Caritas.

http://www.textweek.com/holyweek.htm
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CHILDREN’S

LITERATURE

FOR USE

DURING LENT

Children's Literature for Lent

Jan Grajczonek from Echoing the Word (echoingtheword.com)
EARLY YEARS' CATEGORY :
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Millie by John Marsden & Illustrated by Sally Rippin

Publisher: Macmillan Australia ISBN: 0-7329-1129-X
This delightful book deals with the notion of parental, unconditional love. Millie, a seemingly perfect child eats all her vegies, plays nicely with other children, is gentle with her baby brother and so it goes on.  However, on each alternate page where only we, the readers can see, Millie is feeding her vegies to her pet dog, tying one of the other children to the clothes line and has her baby brother imprisoned in

her dolls' house. Then on one fateful day, her expressions are all telling as she is 'caught out' by her parents. As we turn the page wondering what will happen next we read, "We all love Millie!"
Unconditional love clearly expressed on her parents', baby brother's and dog's faces is there for all to experience. A Venn diagram comparing Millie and the lost son would be an effective way for students to see the similarities in both stories. First, into one circle write all Millie's characteristics and experiences and into the other circle do the same for the lost son. Into the middle section where the two circles intersect, write similar or common characteristics and experiences the two share. This will enable students to visually see the similarities between the two stories and hopefully gain a greater insight into the parable.
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The Pocket Dogs by Margaret Wild

Publisher: Omnibus Books ISBN: 1-86291-418-4
A beautifully written book by Margaret Wild and illustrated by Stephen King is The Pocket Dogs. It is an ideal story dealing with hope, and happy endings to use with early years classes during Lent. Biff and Buff are two little dogs that live very happily in Mr Pocket's coat pockets. However, one day on one of Mr Pocket's shopping days, Biff falls out of his pocket through a hole and becomes lost in a strange world of trolley wheels and people's feet. Many different people, such as an old lady, a young man and a little girl stop to help him but he does not feel

'at home' in any of the places they put him, and he becomes quite concerned about not being safe in his pocket home with his friend Buff and Mr Pockets.
This is a wonderful story for young children as it explores Biff's feelings of loss and loneliness, and of the wonderful reunion with Buff and Mr Pockets when he finally is found. It is a positive story too, with its focus on the warm concern of others, as they try to help him. It is important to help children of this age explore language that they can use to express their own feelings of loneliness or isolation and to reassure them that there is always a way for them to be reunited in their relationships. Very suitable to use to help explain some of the concepts of Lent.
MIDDLE PRIMARY CATEGORY
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Rain Dance by Cathy Applegate and illustrated by Dee Huxley

Publisher: Scholastic Australia ISBN: 1-8762-8939-2 
Rain Dance, set in rural Australia is a young girl's experience (she is not named) of drought and its effects on her family. It has not rained for two years, their farm has been put up for sale and her father has gone into the bank. While the illustrations capture the rich colours of the Australian outback, they also show the desolate, dry, and parched landscape. As her mother's gaze, while supporting the baby on her hip, follows the dusty trail of her father's ute going into town, the girl notices her dog "sniffing the air with interest" and suddenly feels a gentle breeze. This gentle breeze eventually brings in dark storm clouds, and thunder is heard.
"Pit… pat … pit … pat… Pitter, pitter, pat … The first drops beat out a hesitant rhythm on the corrugated-iron roof."
The rain comes and all break into laughter, as the joy and excitement are expressed through the girl's wild dancing until she falls exhausted and soaked onto her veranda to be hugged by her mum. The final page is filled with hope as the paint on the new "FARM FOR SALE" sign is being washed away and the family awaits their father's return.  The themes of despair and hopelessness are followed by the promise of a new beginning – Rain Dance captures poignantly the Easter message.

To lead students to fully realise the themes of the book the following questions could be used in either class discussions or as group work for students to explore and report back to the class:

· List the main events of the story.

· How did the main character feel at the beginning of the story? At the end of the story?

· Why did the main character do what she did?

· Which is the best page of the story?

· What is the message of the story?

Following this exploration, students could then compare and contrast the girl's experiences and feelings with those of Jesus.
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Miss Lily's Fabulous Pink Feather Boa by Margaret Wild

Publisher: Viking Penguin Books ISBN: 0-67089-756-6
A delightful book suitable for middle primary classes is Miss Lily's Fabulous Pink Feather Boa by Margaret Wild and illustrated by Kerry Argent. This is a story of the Last Potoroo who comes to stay at Miss Lily's holiday house. She is a shy and

timid Potoroo looking for other Potoroos in Australia. Miss Lily owns a pink feather boa which captures the attention of the Last Potoroo until one evening she snips off a piece of the boa. She immediately feels badly but is unable to say anything to Miss Lily. Her holiday comes to an end and when she reluctantly turns

away, Miss Lily calls her back and gives the Last Potoroo the fabulous pink feather boa. The Last Potoroo overcome with guilt, admits her theft to which Miss Lily responds: "I know," as she wraps the boa around and around the Potoroo. Such wonderful concepts of forgiveness, acceptance, true friendship and reconciliation are covered in this story making it most apt for reading during Lent. Children could easily identify with the Last Potoroo and certainly would feel relieved to read the happy ending.
UPPER PRIMARY/ LOWER SECONDARY CATEGORY
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Memorial by Gary Crew and illustrated by Shaun Tan 
Publisher: Thomas C. Lothian ISBN: 0-8509-1983-5
Memorial is a thought-provoking story that shares the memories of four generations about a Moreton Bay Fig tree planted in the middle of the town as a memorial to all who had fought for Australia in both world wars and Vietnam. The tree's future is at the centre of council discussions, as it is causing some problems for the surrounding bitumen, traffic lights and the statue of the Unknown Soldier. Great grandpa remembers the day it was planted after he came back from World War I, in 1918, granddad remembers when his mother hosed him out of it in 1935 to get a hair cut, and again in 1946 when he returned home from World War II and was part of a memorial service, and dad remembers the 1972 memorial service when he came back from Vietnam. The young boy becomes upset as he listens to these stories and can't see why the council should cut this tree down, when it stores such significant memories for so many families. When the last page is turned we find that the tree has indeed been cut down and the young boy realises that his granddad's insights were correct – the tree has been cut and is gone but the memories, "they're ever-livin' things. Like you say, son, like our tree…"
Resurrection is an extremely difficult concept for primary students to comprehend and this book offers a way of making resurrection and everlasting life more concrete. Memorial is a complex story exploring a number of themes including civic and communal responsibilities, a town's priorities, as well as significant events in Australia's history told from personal and intimate perspectives.  Memory is a key concept in the celebration of the Eucharist and during the Easter period. The tree as a symbol of the memories has gone, but the memories remain. This book could serve as a vehicle for discussion on memory and resurrection in the celebration of the Mass.
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The Red Tree by Shaun Tan 
Publisher: Lothian Books ISBN: 0-73440-172-8
The Red Tree by Shaun Tan, a book more suitable for upper primary or lower secondary students, focuses on the theme of hope, optimism, growth and renewal. It begins with an illustration of a young girl waking up in her bed with some dark leaves floating about her, some softly falling on her bed and the words, "sometimes the day begins with nothing to look forward to"
 And so the story continues as her day becomes increasingly darker, as she is filled with her own troubles, loneliness, fears and a growing sense of confusion and concern. The strong, stark illustrations echo the thoughts on each page, but, as a young friend of mine, Emma points out, look for the solitary red leaf to be found on each page until the last page, when the girl's room is filled with the colour of a dazzling, red tree. The words on the last two pages end her day on an equally bright note,

"but suddenly there it is right in front of you bright and vivid quietly waiting

just as you imagined it would be."
Hope is never far away in this one small leaf on each page - you just have to look for it or for the sign - until it bursts forth into blossoms that fill her room with optimism and a sense that all is right with the world and with one self.  

This book is ideal for the season of Lent and it correlates well with Jesus' forty days in the desert where many real parallels can be drawn. The full blossoming of the red tree is a powerful symbol of the hope, new life, and renewal of resurrection
HOLY 

WEEK
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	Leader:

	We are in Holy Week. Holy Week and Easter are the most important time in our Church year. During Holy Week we remember Jesus’ life and work; we remember his last meal with his disciples; we remember his suffering and death on the Cross. On Easter Sunday we will celebrate that God raised Jesus from death to new life.

Our Holy Week and Easter story is a sacred story for all who belong in the Christian community. Our sacred story now begins.


SLOW DRUM BEATS

The heart symbol is slowly brought to the front.

The first tableau moves into place.

	Reader 1:


	This heart is a symbol of love. It is a symbol of God’s love that was totally present in Jesus’ life and work. Jesus made God’s love present to others in all that he said and in all that he did. 

	Reader 2:


	Jesus’ heart was moved with compassion for those who were burdened by injustice, exclusion and brokenness.  

	Reader 3:


	His words and actions proclaimed that God’s love wants to bring all people to fullness of life, and happiness.

Jesus healed people whose diseases had kept them apart from the community. They were now able to experience God’s love present in the life of the community. 

He shared meals and friendship with sinners and outcasts, and they knew that everyone is included in God’s love.

Jesus was on the side of the poor and of those whose lives and spirits were broken. He taught them that they were precious to God.


 Quiet music as the heart symbol is put in place and those in the tableau move away.

SLOW DRUM BEATS

The palms are slowly brought to the front. 

The second tableau moves into place.

	Reader 1:


	The palms are a symbol of honour and acclaim. They remind us that Jesus was welcomed as the Messiah, the one promised by God to save the people of Israel.


	Reader 2:


	Some people believed that Jesus was the promised Messiah who would save them from the Romans who ruled their country. They hailed him as the Messiah when he came to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. 


	Reader 3:


	Even though he rode into Jerusalem humbly, on a donkey, crowds lined the streets. They threw their cloaks on the ground and waved branches, and greeted him as they might greet a king or a conquering hero.

Very soon, though, the people would shout for Jesus to be crucified.


Quiet music as the palms are put in place and those in the tableau move away.

SLOW DRUM BEATS

The bread and wine are slowly brought to the front.

The third tableau moves into place.

	Reader 1:


	The bread and wine are symbols of life, symbols of Jesus’ gift of himself, a gift shared in a special way at Jesus’ last meal with his disciples. 



	Reader 2:


	Jesus celebrated the Passover meal with his disciples. He knew then that his life was in danger. He knew that his work for the Reign of God had upset powerful people, and they wanted to destroy him. 


	Reader 3:


	Jesus had shared many meals with people, but this one was different. During the meal, Jesus took some bread, blessed it, broke it and gave it to his disciples to eat. He then took some wine and gave it to them to drink. 

He told them that he was present in the bread broken for them, and the wine poured out for them. Sharing this bread and wine would unite them with him for all time. 


Quiet music as the bread and wine are put in place and those in the tableau move away.

SLOW DRUM BEATS

The crown of thorns is slowly brought to the front.

The fourth tableau moves into place.

	Reader 1:


	The crown of thorns is a symbol of suffering and humiliation, of the suffering and humiliation that Jesus endured before his death on the cross.



	Reader 2:


	Jesus had been greeted as a king and saviour when he entered Jerusalem. 

Now, he had been arrested and condemned to death. The soldiers made cruel fun of him. 



	Reader 3:
	They put a scarlet robe on him, and a crown of thorns on his head, and they mocked him saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!”




Quiet music as the crown of thorns is put in place and those in the tableau move away.

SLOW DRUM BEATS

The cross is slowly brought to the front.

The fifth tableau moves into place.

	Reader 1:


	The cross is a symbol of self-giving love, the total self-giving love of Jesus, in his life and in his death. 


	Reader 2:


	Jesus was put to death on the cross. Being crucified was a cruel and shameful punishment, usually reserved for only the worst of criminals.

Jesus had done nothing wrong. His whole life was devoted to sharing God’s love with others. This was the life he chose to live, even though it led to his death on the cross

	Reader 3:
	Jesus died nailed to a cross. 


Quiet music as the cross is put in place and those in the tableau move away.
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SLOW DRUM BEATS

The white cloth is slowly brought to the front.

The sixth tableau moves into place.

	Reader 1:


	The white cloth is a symbol of hope, a symbol of Jesus’ resurrection from death into new life.


	Reader 2:


	After Jesus had died, his body was taken down from the cross, wrapped in a clean linen cloth, and laid in a new tomb, which was carved in a rock. The tomb was sealed with a great stone. 

Those who had loved him were devastated. 

	Reader 3:


	We know that this story does not end in sadness and grief.  We know that, on the third day, God raised Jesus to new life, new life that will last forever. 


Quiet music as the white cloth is put in place and those in the tableau move away.

	Leader:


	We will now sit in peaceful silence for a few moments and think about the sacred story we have just heard and seen.




 Quiet music

	Leader:


	The symbols that have been brought forward are symbols of Jesus’ life, his suffering and death, and his resurrection to new life.

These are not just symbols for Holy Week and Easter. They are symbols to remind us how we should think and speak and act, as disciples of Jesus, every day of the year.

They are symbols for us to take out into our world, not just in the form we have them here. We are disciples of Jesus. We can take these symbols into our school, our homes, our community and the wider world, as lived and living symbols, in the way we think and speak and act every day.


Echoing the Word Vol. 7 No. 1, 2007

Copyright © Pauline Electronic Publishing

by Clare Horan
HOLY WEEK WALK 2008
(Gather in prayer space in classroom to begin. In the centre of the space have purple cloth – current prayer cloth)

READER: We begin with the sign of the cross.

All: In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen
READER: During Lent we have looked in the mirror at how we live our lives. Today is the first day of Holy Week. On Sunday it will be Easter. This is the most sacred time in our Church year, the time when we remember Jesus' life, death and resurrection. We remember what Jesus has done for us so that we might live in God's friendship forever. When we look in the mirror do we see followers of Jesus? We will prepare to bring ourselves into the presence of our sacred Christian story by reflecting on some symbols of Holy Week and Easter.

(Place heart symbol in your sacred space)

READER: This heart is a symbol of God's love. Everything that exists comes from God's love, and God's love is at the heart of everything. Signs of God's love are all around us.

Jesus is the best sign of God's love. God became part of our human history in Jesus Christ so that we could know about God's love and live in God's friendship forever.
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All: We remember Jesus.
We remember his love for God and for all people.
We remember his death and resurrection.
We remember that we belong to Jesus, now and always.
AMEN.

(place symbols of bandage and oil in sacred space)

READER: Jesus healed people with diseases and disabilities, and enabled them to be part of the life of the community. He took action to heal the hurts caused by being excluded, and to break down the barriers that kept outcasts and the poor away from the community.
READER: Jesus made life better for those who felt his healing presence. Jesus helped them to understand how much God loved them. Some powerful people in the community were very upset with Jesus. They thought they were the ones who spoke for God. If Jesus were allowed to continue what he was doing, they might lose some of their power and influence over the people. They wanted Jesus out of the way.

All: We remember Jesus.
We remember his love for God and for all people.
We remember his death and resurrection.
We remember that we belong to Jesus, now and always.
AMEN.

(Move outside to begin the walk. Ensure that the children stop at each spot and reflect upon this part of Jesus’ journey)

STOP 1 – PALM SUNDAY
(Collect a palm leaf to place on your sacred space in your classroom)

READER: Jesus’ final journey begins on Palm Sunday. Life was hard for the Jewish people in ancient times because they were often governed by foreigners. In Jesus' time, the land was occupied by the Roman army and controlled by a Roman governor. The people wanted to be free in their own land.

READER: The Jewish people believed that God would send them a Messiah, a special chosen leader to save them. Many imagined that this leader would drive out the Romans, and set the people free.

READER: Some Jewish people thought Jesus might be this Messiah. When he came to Jerusalem to celebrate the feast of the Passover, crowds lined the streets. They waved palms and greeted him as a king and ruler chosen to save them, and to make their people great again...

READER: But Jesus was a different Messiah. He came, not as a king to fight and defeat armies, but as a peacemaker to show people what the rule of God is like. The rule of God is present where there is compassion, justice, peace and love.

All: We remember Jesus.
We remember his love for God and for all people.
We remember his death and resurrection.
We remember that we belong to Jesus, now and always.
AMEN.

STOP 2 – THE LAST SUPPER
(Collect a bowl and a towel, bread and wine to take back to your sacred space)

READER: The bread and wine are symbols of Jesus' self-giving and presence with us. At his last meal, Jesus gave himself in the bread and wine to the disciples, and told them to remember him and keep him present among them by doing what he did.

READER: Jesus gathered with his disciples for a last meal. The community leaders had been plotting to get rid of Jesus, and he knew he was in danger. He wanted his disciples to continue his work. At that meal Jesus, their leader, did something very unusual. He got up from the table and wrapped a towel around his waist. He got a bowl and poured some water into it. Then he began to wash the disciples' feet.

READER: Washing a guest's feet was the work of servants, not of leaders. In washing the disciples' feet, Jesus was showing them that leadership in his community was not about having power over people, and bossing others around. Leadership for Jesus meant serving others humbly. The disciples were to be the future leaders of Jesus' community. Jesus told them they had to follow his example as leader. It was a very different kind of leadership.

All: We remember Jesus.
We remember his love for God and for all people.
We remember his death and resurrection.
We remember that we belong to Jesus, now and always.
AMEN.
READER: After washing the disciples’ feet. Jesus shared the meal with his disciples. Jesus understood that he would soon be leaving them. As they were gathered at the table, Jesus took bread and broke it, and passed it around. He said, 'This is my body.'   Then he poured some wine, blessed it and passed it to the disciples. 
He said, 'This is my blood. Do this in memory of me.  After I am gone, remember me when you gather together to break bread, and to pray.  Remember me when you care for the poor and the hungry. Remember me as you live in peace with one another.'
All: We remember Jesus.
We remember his love for God and for all people.
We remember his death and resurrection.
We remember that we belong to Jesus, now and always.
AMEN.
STOP 3 – THE PEOPLE DECIDE THAT JESUS MUST DIE
(Collect a crown of thorns to take back to your sacred space)

READER: The crown of thorns is a symbol of the humiliation and suffering that Jesus had to endure after he was taken before the Roman authorities. He was condemned to death, even though he had done nothing wrong. The Roman soldiers mocked him and called him 'King of the Jews'. They made a crown of thorns and placed it on his head.

Station 1 – Jesus is condemned to death. 

READER: Pilate ordered Jesus to be whipped and he handed him over to the people to be crucified. 
Jesus you were innocent, but still you were sentenced to death. Today we pray for all people who are innocent and who die in wars or in prisons around the world.

All: We remember Jesus.
We remember his love for God and for all people.
We remember his death and resurrection.
We remember that we belong to Jesus, now and always.
AMEN.
STOP 4 – THE CROSS OF CHRIST
(Collect a cross to take back to your sacred space)

READER: The cross is the symbol of Jesus' death. It is also the symbol of Jesus' love. Jesus' way of sharing God's love with everyone upset people in power and this led to his being put to death on the cross. Jesus was treated like a criminal and forced to carry his cross through the crowds to the hill where he was to be put to death.

Station 2 – Jesus carried his cross. 

READER: The soldiers placed a heavy cross on the bruised and battered shoulders of Jesus.   
Jesus you were free of all sin, but still you had to shoulder the burden of wrongful accusation and physical suffering.

READER: Today we pray for all people weighed down by the burdens of life. We remember especially the poor, the unemployed, the abused and the oppressed.

All: We remember Jesus.
We remember his love for God and for all people.
We remember his death and resurrection.
We remember that we belong to Jesus, now and always.
AMEN.

Station 3 – Jesus falls the first time. 

READER: The weight of the cross was great and Jesus felt to the ground.
 Jesus you know what it felt like to be weakened in body and spirit. Today we pray for all those who suffer in body and mind and who are tempted to lose heart.
All: We remember Jesus.
We remember his love for God and for all people.
We remember his death and resurrection.
We remember that we belong to Jesus, now and always.
AMEN.
Station 4 – Jesus meets his mother. 

READER: The eyes of the son met the eyes of the mother! The pain was visible on the faces of each. 
Jesus as you experienced the terrible pain of rejection; you also experienced the comfort of a mother’s love. Today we ask your blessing on all who walk the journey of life with their children and who are there for them in their need.
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All: We remember Jesus.
We remember his love for God and for all people.
We remember his death and resurrection.
We remember that we belong to Jesus, now and always.
AMEN.

Station 5 – Simon helps Jesus carry his cross. 

READER: Simon is a reminder to all of us that if we are to follow Jesus we must deny ourselves and take up our cross daily.
READER: Today we pray for all Christians everywhere that we will have the courage to accept and embrace the cross in our lives in whatever form it takes.
All: We remember Jesus.
We remember his love for God and for all people.
We remember his death and resurrection.
We remember that we belong to Jesus, now and always.
AMEN.

Station 6 – Veronica wipes the face of Jesus. 

READER: A woman in the crowd stepped up to Jesus and with a towel wiped his face.  This tiny act of compassion took courage and love. Today we pray for all those who are willing to take the risk of helping others in distress and we ask blessing on them and on everyone who offers comfort, love and compassion to another.
All: We remember Jesus.
We remember his love for God and for all people.
We remember his death and resurrection.
We remember that we belong to Jesus, now and always.
AMEN.
Station 7 – Jesus falls the second time. 

READER: In spite of the help from Simon, the cross was heavy and the road hard and full of stones. Jesus was unable to hold its weight and so he fell a second time.
READER: Jesus felt all strength draining from him and he stumbled; yet pressed onwards and never gave up. Today we pray for all those who suffer from addictions, that they may not give up but continue to fight on towards eventual health and wholeness.

All: We remember Jesus.
We remember his love for God and for all people.
We remember his death and resurrection.
We remember that we belong to Jesus, now and always.
AMEN.

Station 8 – Jesus meets and speaks with the women of Jerusalem. 

READER: A great number of the people followed Jesus and among them were women who were beating their chests and crying for him. Jesus said “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me but for yourself and your children.”
READER: Jesus in his agony sought not be to comforted but to give comfort to others. Today we pray for all Christians that we will give witness to you by our compassion and concern for all people in need.
All: We remember Jesus.
We remember his love for God and for all people.
We remember his death and resurrection.
We remember that we belong to Jesus, now and always.
AMEN.
Station 9 – Jesus falls the third time. 

READER: As Jesus drew close to the top of the hill, the weight of the cross became unbearable on his bruised and battered shoulders. Jesus fell a third time.

Today we pray for a better understanding of the place of suffering in our lives. We pray also for the relatives and friends of those who have died. 
All: We remember Jesus.
We remember his love for God and for all people.
We remember his death and resurrection.
We remember that we belong to Jesus, now and always.
AMEN.

Station 10 – Jesus is stripped of his clothes. 

READER: Jesus was not only whipped and beaten but suffered the indignity of being stripped naked before his family, his friends and the crowd that had come to watch.

Today we pray for the people who are humiliated and beaten into submission by torturous regimes and violent institutions.

All: We remember Jesus.
We remember his love for God and for all people.
We remember his death and resurrection.
We remember that we belong to Jesus, now and always.
AMEN.

STOP 5 - THE CRUCIFIXION
 (Collect 5 nails to take back to your sacred space)

READER: The nails are symbols of the shame and disgrace of death on the cross. Jesus was stripped of his clothes before he was nailed to the cross. Being nailed to a cross and left there to die usually only happened to the worst criminals. Most of Jesus' disciples were frightened and the left and went away. Only a few women stayed near him until he died, after three hours on the cross.

Station 11 – Jesus is nailed to the cross. 

READER: Jesus was nailed to the cross and left hanging there to die. 

Today we pray for all Christians to have the courage to think about your suffering and learn to know Jesus better and love and serve him more.
All: We remember Jesus.
We remember his love for God and for all people.
We remember his death and resurrection.
We remember that we belong to Jesus, now and always.
AMEN.

Station 12 – Jesus dies on the cross. 

READER: In the afternoon there was complete darkness over the whole land. Jesus said, “Father into your hands I commend my spirit.” Then he breathed his last.

Today we remember and pray for the dying. May they experience your comfort and peace in their last moments on earth.
All: We remember Jesus.
We remember his love for God and for all people.
We remember his death and resurrection.
We remember that we belong to Jesus, now and always.
AMEN.
Station 13 – Jesus is taken down from the cross and laid in his mother’s arms. 

READER: Mary, Jesus’ mother was at his side holding him, loving him and pondering the mystery of it all. Her grief was indescribable. Today we pray for all those who sorrow and grieve for the loss of loved ones. May they be comforted and strengthened to face the future with courage and hope.
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All: We remember Jesus.
We remember his love for God and for all people.
We remember his death and resurrection.
We remember that we belong to Jesus, now and always.
AMEN.
STOP 6 – JESUS IS LAID TO REST
 (Collect a white cloth to take back to your sacred space)

READER: The white cloth is a symbol of the burial of the Jesus in the tomb after his death, and of his being raised to new life on the third day.   After Jesus died, his body was taken down from the cross, wrapped in a white burial cloth and laid in a tomb carved out of a large rock. A huge stone was rolled across the entrance.
READER: When some disciples came to the tomb on the third day, they discovered that the stone had been rolled away and the tomb was empty. Only the white cloth remained. They soon learned that Jesus had risen from the dead.

Station 14 – Jesus is placed in the tomb. 

READER: Jesus’ earthly life was ended. His friends were saddened, confused and afraid. We too are often unsure, confused and afraid as we face life’s hardships. Today we pray that our faith in you will be strengthened and that we will learn to rely on you in good times and in bad.
All: We remember Jesus.
We remember his love for God and for all people.
We remember his death and resurrection.
We remember that we belong to Jesus, now and always.
AMEN.

STOP 7 – JESUS RISES FROM THE DEAD
 (Collect a candle to take back to your sacred space)

READER: Next Sunday we remember how Jesus rose from the dead. The candle is the symbol of the light of Christ. It is the light of Jesus Christ in the world. It is the light of God's love, revealed to us in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, and it will last forever. We will take this candle back to the classroom and light it next week after Jesus has risen from the dead. 

(All students return to their classroom and place the symbols in the sacred space)

READER: Jesus came to bring the light of God's love to shine into every corner of our world. Jesus lived, died and rose again. The light of Christ will live forever. The symbols of Holy Week and Easter remind us of the events of Jesus' life, death and resurrection two thousand years ago. They also remind us that each one of us is called to be, like Jesus, a symbol of God's love in our world today.
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READER: Let us ask for God's blessing…
May we live in God's love now and always.
May Jesus Christ, our crucified and risen Lord, bring us to new life.
May the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of God's love, come into our hearts and stay with us forever.
AMEN.

From:  http://ri.bne.catholic.edu.au/ree/RE/CLT/Pages
One In Love

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Duration of Liturgy: Approximately 45 minutes

Welcome and Briefing: The Liturgy Coordinator welcomes and briefs the community and then invites them to stand for the singing of the gathering

hymn.
Gathering Hymn:  CELEBRATION (As One Voice For Kids)
Introduction: Welcome to our special liturgy for Holy Week. Together,

we have made our journey through Lent - turning back to God and

opening our hearts to God’s love. Today we gather in prayer, united in

love as Jesus was with his friends before he died. 
At this point a large candle, which is already positioned centrally in the sacred space, is lit. 
Today we witness a simple, humble act of service; an act of love.

In silence, the foot washing symbols - jug, bowl and towel are brought forth

and displayed to the community and then enthroned in the sacred space.

Following this, a large round loaf of bread and glass decanter of red wine are

brought forth, displayed to the community and then enthroned in the sacred

space. Finally a rugged wooden cross is brought forth in the same manner

and is then enthroned in the sacred space.

Opening Prayer

Presider: Let us pray, Holy God whose love for us is without end, you

long to draw us together. You long to bring us close to you. United in

love, we pray that we may follow Jesus and learn from his example of

love and service. We make our prayer in the name of Jesus.

All: Amen.
All are invited to be seated and listen to God’s Word.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
Gospel & Breaking Open The Word: John 13:1-8; 12-5

Part 1: John 13:1– 8

Foot Washing Ritual:

The reader proclaims the first part of the Gospel, holding the lectionary open

in his/her hand before the community. When this first part of the reading has

finished, begin playing some appropriate instrumental music as a well

respected adult community member comes forward to the sacred space and

brings the jug, bowl and towel to the foot washing location, ensuring it is in a

central position where all can see them. She/he then goes and gets a senior

child (chosen before the liturgy and with shoes already removed), from

amongst the community. The child is lead by the hand to the foot washing

location. The adult begins to wash the child’s feet, one foot at a time, wipes

them and, if appropriate, kisses them.  During this ritual, the song, Do You Understand is sung. When the adult has finished washing the feet of the child, they both remain in their positions – the child looking at the bowl and jug and the adult looking up at the child.

Hymn During Foot Washing: DO YOU UNDERSTAND

Part 2: John 13: 12 – 15

The text is again recited (as above). As it is recited the adult (while still

kneeling at the feet of the child) – slowly offers the child the towel – the child

reaches to accept it but does not take it yet, leaving the final act of accepting it

open and unresolved. (This is done in a reflective manner as the text is being

recited).

In a reflective purposeful tone, the reader repeats the line, “Do you

understand what I have done? … Pause … I have given you an example

Pause …go and do the same…” (Jn 13:13-15) Pause.

At this point the reader steps back slightly and a voice over says…

Voice Over: Treat others as you would treat yourself … (Mtt. 7:12)

Two children (dressed in black), take up a mime position with one bent over

low and the other loosely embracing him/her - depicting a mime image of

comforting one in need – they freeze. THE ADULT AND CHILD TURN TO

LOOK AT THIS.
READER: Go and do the same.

All: Go and do the same.

Voice Over: Love your enemy… (Mtt. 5:44)

Two children stand with their backs to each other, arms folded, heads turned

in opposite directions. After a few seconds one of them turns to face the other

and moves to place her/his hand on their shoulder, suggesting a change of

heart – they freeze.

READER: Go and do the same.

All: Go and do the same.

Voice Over: Forgive and you will be forgiven… (Mtt. 6:14)

One child turns and assumes a position of anger and aggression. Another

child turns and offers to the angry child a hand of reconciliation – they freeze.

READER: Go and do the same.

All: Go and do the same.

Voice Over: Give to anyone who asks… (Mtt. 5:42)

One child kneels with arms outstretched as if begging. Another child turns

and responds by bending down to the other with open extended arms,

depicting an image of giving – they freeze.

READER: Go and do the same.

All: Go and do the same.

Voice Over: Love one another as I have loved you… (Jn. 13:34)

At this point, the Presider goes to the sacred space, takes up the bread

holding it high and breaks it in two and displays it to the community. She/he

then takes up the wine and pours it into a chalice in such a manner that the

community can see and hear the wine pouring out. She/he displays the

chalice to the community and then places the wine back in the sacred space.

At this point, the following hymn is sung and the Presider returns to her/his

place.

Sung Response & 2nd Foot Washing: A LIFE OF LOVE (Sing your Joy)

As the hymn begins the mime children and the reader leave and the child and

adult look at each other. They stand up together and the child accepts the

foot washing towel. Taking the towel, she/he goes down and brings up a

younger child (selected and briefed before the liturgy) and washes that child’s

feet. The adult watches and then returns to her/his place as these two

children begin this second foot washing ritual. When they have finished, the

little one takes the towel and the older one takes the jug & bowl and they carry

them to the sacred space. The jug and bowl are placed in their allocated

position in the sacred space and the two children stand still holding the towel,

beside the large wooden cross, touching it and fingering it until the hymn is

finished. (This entire movement beginning with the breaking of the Bread,

Foot Washing and placement of the symbols in the sacred space should be

timed with the hymn. Therefore, this will need to be rehearsed before the

actual liturgy).

When the hymn has ended, the two children place the white towel of the foot

washing, slowly around the cross beam of the cross, touching the cross

reverently as they do so. When they have done this they bow and return to

their places.

Prayer of the Faithful

Presider:

With hearts full of trust we bring our needs and our prayers before our

loving God.
READER: We long for a world without suffering. Jesus showed us how to

be compassionate to those who suffer and to work for justice where

people are treated unfairly. He tells us to “go and do the same”.

All: God of love, help us to go and do the same.
READER: We long for peace, not war, in our world. Jesus showed us the

way of peace, tolerance and understanding. He tells us to “go and do

the same”.

All: God of love, help us to go and do the same.
READER: We long for a world where people recognise God in each other.

Jesus showed us how to be a loving servant, to respect and care for

each other. He tells us to “go and do the same”.

All: God of love, help us to go and do the same.
READER: We long for a world where people love other people and do not

fear them. Jesus showed us how to love even our enemies. He tells us

to “go and do the same”.

All: God of love, help us to go and do the same.
Concluding Prayer

Presider: Let us pray. God of Jesus who washes the feet of others,

help us to follow your son’s loving example; to show our love for others

by being ready to serve and respect one another. We ask this in Jesus’

name.

All: Amen.
Dismissal

Presider: Let us go in peace to love and serve one another.

All: Thanks be to God.

At this point two senior students come forward and lift up the cross (ensuring

that the towel stays on it). They bring it to the centre of the sanctuary and

hold it high as the Presider says: We will leave in silence and continue our

Holy Week Journey as we wait in the faith and hope of Jesus’ resurrection.
The cross is carried high down the centre aisle leading the community from

the church. All follow behind in silence. Use some appropriate instrumental

music if necessary to maintain the prayerful silence of this solemn procession.

MUSIC:
• Celebration (Peter Kearney - As One Voice For Kids)

• Do You Understand (Monica Brown - A Special Collection)

• A Life of Love (Michael Mangan – Sing Your Joy)

• Appropriate instrumental music such as selections from The

Mission (Ennio Morricone).
© 2003 Emmaus Productions. All Rights Reserved.
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In Memory Of Jesus

Holy Week Liturgy For Children

Duration: Maximum 45 minutes

GATHERING PROCESSION & RITUAL:

Order of Procession: 
1 Drummer with snare drum or any flat sounding drum like instrument

1 Candle bearer

1 Children’s Lectionary bearer

1 Bread bearer

1 Wine bearer

1 bearer of Jug & Bowl with plain coloured towel for foot washing

1 Cross bearer

Presider
There will be no Gathering Hymn, rather, the gathering and focusing of the community will be done through the reflective music and silent focus on the symbols of the liturgy.

Liturgical Director: (LD)

Welcomes the community, settles them and briefs them.  The community are instructed to remain seated during the procession (so that they can clearly see the symbols) and to stand when the symbol bearers take up their positions in the worship centre or sanctuary.

Procession:

A drum roll is used to call the attention of the community to the commencement of the procession.  This begins from the back of the Church or worship space, (or a similar suitable approach, such as a central side entrance). The drummer leads the procession with a simple beat (not too frequent – 1 in 4 beats – slow count of 4 and an occasional drum roll).  When the procession nears the foot of the sanctuary, the drummer steps up onto the sanctuary.  He/she stands to the back of it, on the lector’s side of the sanctuary, and continues to play until all

members of the procession have come to their allocated places. When they are in position, the drummer stops with one final beat and stands still.

Each of the symbol bearers stand in a row across the front of the sanctuary and the Presider remains with the community (who stand at this point), and does not approach the worship centre until the symbols have each been enthroned.

Enthronement of Symbols:

Before each of the symbols are enthroned, the following acclamation is said:
All Proclaim: We gather around the Word of God, the light that guides and directs us.

Candle and Word – When the reader is finished, in silence, the candle bearer and lectionary bearer step forward together. They elevate their respective symbols and display them to the community with a slow (not too slow) and deliberate movement from the right to the left and back to the centre. It is important that they do this in time with each other. They then turn and place their symbols in their allocated positions in the sacred space. The bearers then step to the side of

the sanctuary and remain there until all bearers have done this. When all the bearers are there they turn to the sacred space and give a simple bow and walk down to their seats.

All Proclaim: We gather in silence and remember how Jesus loved us and gave himself to us.
Jug, bowl & towel - When the reader is finished these symbols are brought forward, elevated and displayed. The bearer then steps back a little and waits for the bread and wine bearers to be displayed.

Bread and Wine – The next bearers bring the bread and wine forward, which they elevate and display. These bearers join the bearer of the jug, bowl and towel and the three then enthrone their symbols by placing them in their allocated positions within the sacred space.

All Proclaim: We gather in reverence before the cross that is the sign of Jesus’ total love for us.
Cross - When the reader is finished the cross is brought forward elevated, displayed and enthroned in the same manner as the other symbols.

Presider: When all the symbol bearers have gone to their seats, the Presider comes up on to the sanctuary and invites all to sing the Opening Hymn.
Opening Song: Oh How It’s Good (Praise & Blessing CD)
Opening Prayer:

Presider formally welcomes the community and invites them to bow their heads and pray as she/he proclaims the opening prayer as follows:

Father of Jesus, we come together today to remember the Words and Actions of Jesus during the last week of his life. We remember the story of Jesus. We pray the through this story we will feel and know Jesus’ love for us. We pray that we will live and speak the same way he did. We make this prayer believing in your love for us. Amen.
The presider then invites all to be seated for the Liturgy of the Word.

LITURGY OF THE WORD:

Scene 1: Holy Thursday – Foot Washing and Eucharist

Reader 1: (Voice over from some place where they cannot be seen – preferably a

male voice. Read slowly and with feeling)

“I have longed to share this meal with you…” (Lk 22:15)
Setting The Eucharistic Table :

Instrumental music, The Falls (The Mission CD - track 2) fades up quietly near end of this phrase. 2 students carry a small round table to centre of sanctuary. They place a white cloth on it and a few cushions around it. They go to the sacred space and bring the Bread and Wine over to the table placing them in the centre. When this is done the following commentary is read: Music fades down.

Reader 2: (From Lectern)

Jesus’ heart was sad and heavy as he sat at the table with his friends, the disciples, those who were closest to him. He wanted them to know how much he loved them. He wanted to show them how to love and serve others with deep care. Jesus got up from the table and bent down and washed their feet. He did what the servants did. Jesus did this to show his friends how much he wanted to serve them and give them his love and respect.
Foot Washing Ritual:

Reader 1: (Voice over)

“Do you understand what I have done? Go and do the same.” (John 13: 15)

The school Principal (or key staff member) comes forward. She/he gets the jug, bowl and towel from the sacred space and places them in a central position where all can see them. She/he then goes and gets a child (chosen before the liturgy and with shoes already removed), from amongst his/her class peers. The child is lead by the hand to the foot washing location (See below)

The Principal (or staff member) begins to wash the child’s feet, one foot at a time, wipes them and, if appropriate, kisses them. During this ritual the song, Do You Understand is sung. The Principal (or staff member) then hands the child the towel

and the child then goes out and gets another child from amongst his/her peers and repeats the ritual as the Principal (or staff member) sits and watches from a small distance. Throughout this second foot washing the following mantra, God Is Love, is sung by a soloist and the choir: When the ritual is over the Principal and the 2 children, in silence (mantra ends with the foot washing), place the jug, bowl and towel at the foot of the Eucharistic table and then return to their seats.

SONGS DURING FOOTWASHING: 
DO YOU UNDERSTAND (Special Collection CD)

GOD IS LOVE (Praise & Blessing CD)
Presider - Let us stand and pray.  Jesus help us to understand what you have done. Help us to love as you do, to serve others and care for them as you did.

All Respond: Help us Jesus to go and do the same. All sit
Breaking of Bread:

Reader 2:

After washing their feet, Jesus went back to the table ….he took the bread and broke it.

Presider goes to the table and elevates the bread out towards the community as the following is said:

Reader 1: (Voice Over)

“Take this and eat … this is my body given for you…” (Lk 22: 17)

Presider displays the bread to the community passing it from right to left and meeting the eyes of the community as she/he does this, in this way engaging them in this ritual. She/he brings it to the centre and while the bread is still held high she/he breaks the bread, a deliberate and dramatic action and displays it, in its brokenness, to the community for an appropriate length of time (not too long and not too short – let the music and the silence of the community be the

guide). She/ he then places it on the table and then lifts the wine decanter and glass high and from the elevated position pours the wine into the glass decanter displaying it to the community. Throughout this ritual the following song is sung. When it is finished the Presider gently leaves the table and returns to her/his place and leads the prayer response.

SONG DURING BREAKING OF BREAD: ONE IN LOVE (Praise & Blessing CD)

Presider: Let us stand and pray.  Jesus you give yourself to us as Bread and Wine because you love us and want to be with us always. Help us to remember your love and to share your love with those who are sad and in need.

Response: Help us Jesus to love as you love. (All sit)
Scene 2: The Agony and Good Friday

Reader 2:

After the meal Jesus’ heart was so sad. He wanted to cry and talk to God. He went out into the garden and cried deeply, telling his Father that he was frightened and sad but still wanting to do what His Father asked of him.

Drum beats regular rhythm (1, 2,3, 4) as deep red fabric (about 12meters – soft chiffon) is carried behind one senior boy walking slowly, deliberately up the centre of the sacred space. It is carried in such a way that as the boy moves forward up the steps of the sanctuary, he can let the fabric unfurl (holding onto the top bit and letting the end trail behind her/him), creating a path effect as he moves towards the sacred space. He walks round the small Eucharistic table and foot washing bowl, leaving the fabric to trail around those symbols and then up to the cross.

Here, he turns and faces the community, holding the top end of the fabric high and then dramatically letting it fall to the ground at the foot of the cross.

As the material falls the drummer plays a drum roll. The boy leaves the scene unobtrusively.

Reader 1: (Voice Over)

“Take this from me Father … if not my will then yours.” (Lk 22: 42)

Two tall students come up and drape the cross with the deep red fabric and black fabric as the following song is sung.

SONG: THIS IS YOUR WAY (A Special Collection CD)
Presider: Let us kneel and bow our heads in reverence and silence…. (Silent pause for 1 minute)

As we remember Jesus’ suffering and His love for our world, let us pray for all who suffer and pain like Jesus did…
Those who suffer from war and violence…(Name specific places if appropriate - Pause)

Those who are hungry, poor and lonely…(Pause)
Those who are not treated fairly and are with out love…(Pause)
Those whom we love who are hurting and sad…(Pause)

We Pray …

All Response: Help us Jesus to share your life with others. Amen.
Leave in silence:
Presider instructs all to remain kneeling in silent prayer until their teacher directs them to leave. During this dismissal, an instrumental version of This Is Your Way is quietly played or an intermittent drum beat.

Feb 2002 Monica Brown and Emmaus Productions. All rights reserved.
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Jesus’ Way – The Way of Love

The Way Of The Cross

Prayer Celebration With Children
Duration: 40-45 minutes

In our tradition, the Stations of the Cross are not just an opportunity to

remember and ‘retell’ the story of the events leading to Jesus’ crucifixion and

death, they are a meditation on the Paschal Mystery, the very heart of the

mystery of our faith. We walk the road to Calvary with Jesus, bearing with us

the cross of, not only our own lives, but of our suffering world, with the hope

and belief that we too will share in Jesus’ resurrection.

When involving little children in the retelling of this story, we need to be aware

of language and images that can be disturbing and confusing to some.

Therefore, this prayer celebration needs to be modified according to the age,

readiness and life experience of your particular community. The emphasis

needs to be on the love with which Jesus gave himself, so that all who pain

and suffer in our world may find comfort and hope in Jesus’ resurrection.

In this prayer celebration it is suggested that a series of frozen images or

tableau be used, depicting each scene of the Stations of the Cross in a simple

way. Students involved will need to be prepared beforehand to ensure that

once a pose is taken up they remain very still, and, movement/s from one

frozen position to the next are smoothly executed. They are all dressed in

black tops and pants, except for the child who takes the part of Jesus – that

child should be dressed in white.

For the narrator and reader, the use of ‘PAUSE’ is essential. It needs to be

measured carefully so that people have time to be in these reflections. If the

pause is too brief, people will be overwhelmed by words. If it is too long these

reflections will become fragmented and people will become restless and

impatient. Some Stations will need longer pauses than others. Determine the

length of each pause by the depth of silence and stillness, and give the

narrator and reader an unobtrusive signal for when to move on and when to

wait.

Introduction: The Liturgy Coordinator welcomes all and introduces the Way

of the Cross.

Leader:

Today we recall Jesus’ journey to his death. As we travel the way of the

cross, let us remember the message of love and hope that Jesus’ death

holds for us and our world.

Narrator:

The First Station: JESUS IS CONDEMNED. (PAUSE)

A drum begins beating slowly in background.

Mime: Jesus moves into position – standing, head down, arms forward with

wrists joined as if being led away. Angry group of 3 stand around him with

raised fists. Drum stops - mime freezes.

Jesus is told he will be put to death. But what has he done? Those who

fear Jesus and want to destroy him will have their way. (PAUSE)

READER:
Can you think of a time when someone treated you unfairly? How did it

feel to be treated this way? Is this the way Jesus might have felt when

he was judged and condemned? (PAUSE)
Sung Response: GOD IS LOVE AND GOD’S LOVE IS EVERLASTING.

(Repeat)
Narrator:

The Second Station: JESUS TAKES HIS CROSS. (PAUSE)

A drum beats slowly in background.

Mime: Jesus is given his cross. It is placed on his shoulder and he accepts it.

Drum stops – mime freezes.

Jesus picks up his cross to carry it to Calvary, the place where he will

die. The cross is made of heavy wood. How will he carry it?  (PAUSE)

READER:
Have you ever been asked to do something which is so hard, you don’t

feel you can cope? Did you turn to God for help just as Jesus

did?(PAUSE)
Sung Response: GOD IS LOVE AND GOD’S LOVE IS EVERLASTING.

(Repeat)
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Narrator:

The Third Station: JESUS FALLS. (PAUSE)

A drum beats slowly in background.

Mime: Jesus is down on one knee, his back bent with
head down low.

Drum stops – mime freezes.

The weight of the cross is too much for Jesus and 
he falls down.

(PAUSE)
READER:
Because we are human we sometimes fail to turn to God when we need

help. What has been too much for you carry? Share it with God now.

(PAUSE)
Sung Response: GOD IS LOVE AND GOD’S LOVE IS EVERLASTING.

(Repeat)
Narrator:

The Fourth Station: JESUS MEETS HIS MOTHER. (PAUSE)

Some instrumental music is introduced here.

Mime: Jesus and his mother embrace…. mime freezes. Instrumental music

continues.

Jesus sees his mother. His mother sees him. Mary shares in her son’s

pain. There is nothing she can do to help him. (PAUSE)

READER:
Do we stand with others in their pain? Sometimes those we love, suffer.

We must be there for them in their pain. Be with them now in silent

prayer.  (PAUSE)
Sung Response: GOD IS LOVE AND GOD’S LOVE IS EVERLASTING.

(Repeat)
(Fade down instrumental music during this response and then bring it back

up to a suitable level).
Narrator:

The Fifth Station: SIMON HELPS JESUS. (PAUSE)

Instrumental music continues.

Mime: Simon shoulders the cross. Jesus stands by him, exhausted… Mime freezes.

Jesus has lost his strength. A man named Simon offers to carry the cross for Jesus. (PAUSE)
READER:
Do you help to carry other people’s carry their burdens by stepping in to

give a hand? Sometimes this takes a lot of courage, as it did for Simon.

(PAUSE)
Sung Response: GOD IS LOVE AND GOD’S LOVE IS EVERLASTING.

(Repeat)
(Fade down instrumental music during this response and then bring it back

up to a suitable level).

Narrator:

The Sixth Station: VERONICA HELPS JESUS. (PAUSE)

Instrumental music continues

Mime:  Jesus stands holding the cross. Veronica leans forward touching Jesus’ face.

They look directly at each other… mime freezes.

A woman sees Jesus’ face all covered in blood and sweat. She feels

deeply sorry for Jesus. She wipes his face for him. (PAUSE)
READER:
When do you stop to help another who is in need? Who is someone you

know who needs comfort and understanding? Remember them now.

(PAUSE)
(Fade out the instrumental music).
Sung Response: GOD IS LOVE AND GOD’S LOVE IS EVERLASTING.

(Repeat)
Narrator:

The Seventh Station: JESUS FALLS AGAIN. (PAUSE)

A drum begins beats slowly in background.

Mime: Jesus is down on hands and knees with head down… drum stops -

mime freezes.

Jesus cannot bear the weight of his cross. He is so weak now. He falls

down again. (PAUSE)
READER:
Do you ever have times when you feel like this? Share it now with

Jesus.

(PAUSE)
Sung Response: GOD IS LOVE AND GOD’S LOVE IS EVERLASTING.

(Repeat)
Narrator:

The Eighth Station: JESUS CONSOLES THE WOMEN. (PAUSE)

A drum beats slowly in background.

Mime: Jesus stands with arms around the (3) women who have faces in their

hands as if crying… drum stops - mime freezes.

Along the way, Jesus meets a group of women. Perhaps they are

friends of his mother. They are crying for Jesus. They know the terrible

thing that will happen to Jesus. Jesus stops and comforts the women.

(PAUSE)
READER:
Are you a comforting person? If you were in pain yourself, would you

be able to comfort others?

(PAUSE)
Sung Response: GOD IS LOVE AND GOD’S LOVE IS EVERLASTING.

(Repeat)
Narrator:

The Ninth Station: JESUS FALLS THE THIRD TIME. (PAUSE)

A drum beats slowly in background.

Mime: Jesus falls to the ground… drum stops - mime freezes.

Jesus is completely exhausted. His whole body is hurting. He stumbles

and falls. (PAUSE)
READER:
When you are low and in need, how do you keep going? How does God

help you in those times?

(PAUSE)
Sung Response: GOD IS LOVE AND GOD’S LOVE IS EVERLASTING.

(Repeat)
Narrator:

The Tenth Station: JESUS IS STRIPPED. (PAUSE)

Drum begins to beat

Mime:  Jesus stands alone with cross on the ground, arms outstretched in front to

all…drum stops- mime freezes.

Most of Jesus’ clothes are taken from him now. He looks the poorest of

the poor. Jesus has nothing left. (PAUSE)
READER:
Do we consider those who have nothing? Are we always wanting

‘more’?

(PAUSE)
Sung Response: GOD IS LOVE AND GOD’S LOVE IS EVERLASTING.
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(Repeat)
Narrator:

The Eleventh Station: JESUS IS CRUCIFIED. 
Hammering sound in background. (PAUSE)

Hammering sounds continue.

Mime:  Jesus stands with arms draped over the cross, looking up…. Hammer sounds stop – mime freezes.

Jesus’ arms are stretched out. His hands and wrists are pressed

against the wood. He is nailed to the cross and he is in great pain.

Hammering sound again. (PAUSE)

READER:
Let us pray silently as we think of Jesus.

(PAUSE)
Sung Response: GOD IS LOVE AND GOD’S LOVE IS EVERLASTING.

(Repeat)
Hammer sounds fade
Narrator:

The Twelfth Station: JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS. (PAUSE)

Bring in instrumental music very gradually – Pie Jesu or Gabriel’s Oboe

from The Mission.

Mime:  Jesus standing with arms draped over cross, head hung down…. Mime

freezes.

Jesus is thirsty. He hangs on the cross. He looks at his mother who is

there. Jesus calls out to God, “Forgive them; they don’t know what they

are doing” . Jesus bows his head and dies. (PAUSE)
READER:
Let us kneel and pray silently.

Bring the instrumental music up to a suitable level for a few minutes and then

fade it out. All sing the following mantra (Judge the suitable length of this – it

may need to be faded out if it is too long)..
Mantra: JESUS REMEMBER ME (Taize)
Narrator:

The Thirteenth Station: JESUS IS TAKEN DOWN FROM THE CROSS.

(PAUSE)

Silence

Mime: Jesus remains on the cross with two people reaching up touching

him as if to take him down…mime freezes.

Jesus is dead. His friends take his body down from the cross to prepare

for his burial. (PAUSE)
READER:
There is nothing left now. Just silent pain. Let us pray silently for all

those who grieve and suffer in our world. (PAUSE)
Response: Silence
Narrator:

The Fourteenth Station: JESUS IS BURIED. (PAUSE)

Silence

Mime: A small group stand in circle with heads bowed down low….mime

freezes.

Jesus’ body lies in the tomb. We are sad. We wait and we hope in our

sadness, for the signs of God’s love that will bring new life.

(PAUSE)
Final Hymn: I’LL BE ALWAYS LOVING YOU (As One Voice Vol.1)
Closing Prayer

Leader: God of love, you gave us Jesus who lived here on this earth. He

suffered and he died on the cross. We know you are there for those who

suffer, for those who are hurt, who are sad or are alone – just as you

were with Jesus. We pray that you be with each of us in our time of

need. We ask this in the name of Jesus who is your gift of love and our

Easter hope.

All: Amen
All Leave In Silence.
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EASTER

CELEBRATIONS

Sing Alleluia

Easter Liturgy For Children
Duration: Maximum 45 minutes

GATHERING PROCESSION & OPENING RITUAL:

Order of Procession:

• Paschal Candle Bearer

• Bearer of Children’s Lectionary

• Bearer of white chiffon fabric

• Bearer of yellow chiffon fabric

• Bearer of green chiffon fabric

• Bearer of orange chiffon fabric

• Presider
Liturgical Director: (LD)

Welcomes the community, settles them and briefs them.  Children are instructed to remain seated during the procession so that they can clearly see the symbols during the procession.
Procession:

Procession proceeds, in the above order, to the front of the worship space, as the whole community sings the following Gathering Mantra. The children bearing the coloured fabric swirl the fabric high in the air, in circles and waves, creating a splash of colour. When the procession arrives almost to the front of the sanctuary, a silent Clown, or a little child excitedly runs in and stops the procession and the music. She/he indicates that something is missing. All the procession people just stop and stand where they are.
GATHERING MANTRA: COME GATHER AND PRAISE (Praise & Blessings CD)
Introduction:

When the procession arrives almost to the front of the sanctuary, a silent Clown, or a little child excitedly runs in and stops the procession and the music. She/he indicates that something is missing. All the procession people just stop and stand where they are. The Clown/little child looks around and sees the cross and the sacred space, which has in it the symbols of the Holy Week story of Jesus’ Last Supper and Passion. These are the bread and wine, the foot washing jug, bowl and towel and, of course, the Cross that is draped in red and black material. The Clown/little child gently and reverently goes up to the Sacred space, looks at it

and slowly touches each of the symbols. (If using a small child instead of the Clown, at this point the child goes down and finds a senior child, already chosen before the liturgy, and brings that child with her/him up to the sacred space.  
She/he picks up the towel of the foot washing and places it on her/his shoulder, fingers the water in the bowl and then places the towel across the bowl. She/he smells the bread, lifts it up and holds it close and then lifts up the wine.
All the time the Clown/little child is engaging the community, looking at them and drawing them into the symbols. She/he then comes to the Cross and tenderly embraces it by simply resting her/his head on it for a few seconds. She/he then steps back and bows before the Cross. 
Having done this, the Clown/little child then looks around as if she /he is trying to find something.  She/he excitedly finds a big flat board covered in black material lying somewhere on the sanctuary. She/he picks it up and holds it close. She/he then chooses two children to come out to her/him. She/he instructs them to take off the black material and display the bright yellow ALLELUIA sign. She gives it to the children to hold and excitedly gets all the community to clap as she /he leads the two children with the sign down to the procession and puts them in front of it,

holding the sign up really high. The Clown/little child then instructs the choir to begin singing and as the procession continues to the sanctuary, lead by the Alleluia sign, the community all stand and sing (and dance) the mantra Sing Alleluia.
MANTRA: SING ALLELUIA (Praise & Blessings CD)
As this is being sung, the Clown/little child directs the procession towards the sanctuary and up the steps. The symbol bearers all stand in a line, under the direction of the Clown/little child, to the side of the sanctuary, opposite the sacred space. They all turn and face the sacred space.  
The Clown/little child then instructs the Candle Bearer to display the Paschal Candle to the community, and then place it in the sacred space. She/he instructs the bearer of the Word to do the same (These bearers then step towards the back of the sanctuary and wait for the other bearers to join them). When this is finished, bring the mantra to an end (if it is being sung to the CD then fade the CD out appropriately).
In silence the Clown/little child goes to the Cross and reverently removes the black and red material, letting it fall to the floor. She/he then directs the children with the coloured fabric to come to the Cross. In a spirit of joy and excitement, the Clown/little child (with the help of the older child) drapes the Cross with the Resurrection coloured fabric (white, yellow, orange, green). (Once these material bearers hand their material to the Clown/little child they step to the back of the

sanctuary and join the candle and Word bearers). As the Clown/little child begins to place the Resurrection colours on the Cross the community all sing the Easter song, Living Is the Word.
When the Clown/little child has finished draping the Cross she/he then calls over the two with the Alleluia sign and she/he places it on the Centre of the Cross. (These two children go and stand with all the other procession bearers who turn, in an orderly manner, and bow to the cross. They then return to their seats.). If appropriate, let the song continue with the Clown clapping and dancing along to it, or end the song at the next chorus.
OPENING HYMN: LIVING IS THE WORD (God Delights In You CD)
Finally, at the end of the song the Clown/little child goes down and ushers the Presider up to the sanctuary and directs her/him to begin the Opening Prayer. The Clown/little child quietly, inconspicuously, leaves the sanctuary and goes and sits in a less noticeable place for the rest of the liturgy, perhaps near a teacher towards the back of the community so that the children are not distracted by her/him.

Opening Prayer:

Presider: We gathered here before our Easter holiday, to remember Jesus’ story of

love for us as we saw in the Foot Washing (points to these symbols), the Eucharist (points to Bread & Wine) and His death on the Cross. (Depending on microphone flexibility, the Presider goes and stands near the Cross and holds up some of the coloured material as she/he continues). Today we continue the story of Jesus, celebrating the life that has come from such love, Jesus’ Resurrection - Jesus story of new life. So let us pray with joyful hearts:  God our Creator, Your Son Jesus showed, by his Resurrection, that peace and happiness can rise from sorrow and darkness. His new life gives us a promise of great hope and joy.  May the new life of Jesus show in us, in the way we live, especially in the way we love and

care for each other. We ask this through Jesus our Risen God. Amen. Alleluia!

Let us all be seated for the Liturgy of The Word.
LITURGY OF THE WORD

Presider:

A reading from the holy Gospel According To St Luke

(Lk 24: 13 35)
Narrator:

It was the Sabbath, the first day of the week and two of Jesus’ disciples were walking from Jerusalem, where Jesus had died, to a village called Emmaus. As they walked along they talked about all that had happened in Jerusalem.

Disciple:

My friend and I were so sad and confused by what had happened to Jesus. We thought he would be made King in Jerusalem, but instead, he was put to death. We thought that he would stay with us forever, but he was dead. And not only that, his body was missing! Our friends went to the tomb were Jesus was buried and found that his body was gone! It was so hard to understand, so strange! We had hoped for so much from Jesus, but with his death, it felt like we were left with

nothing! There was no hope…. We just missed him so much.
Narrator:

Now as they were talking, Jesus came up and walked by their side.
Disciple:

We didn’t recognize him at all. We were so caught up in our sadness. He asked us to tell him our story. We were surprised that he didn’t know what had happened? So we told him about Jesus’ death. I remember now, as we were talking to him, he just listened to us. He walked quietly beside us and just listened. But when we finished telling him our story, he began to talk to us. He helped us to understand Jesus’ story. No-one had ever explained the Word of God like he did. It

made sense. I began to understand why Jesus had to die; to understand what his life was really about. But the thing I remember most about the way he shared with us, was the warm feeling in my heart as he talked to us. There was something about him that was comforting and we didn’t want him to leave us.
Narrator:

When they drew near to the village of Emmaus, Jesus was about to go on further but the disciples asked him to stay.
Disciple:

Looking back now, it is amazing that we had not recognized Jesus sooner. It wasn’t until he took the bread in his hands and broke it that I began to wonder. You see, no-one had ever broken bread the way Jesus did. When he gave us the bread I saw something in his eyes, the same thing I had seen in that Last Supper with Jesus – it was love! The kind of love that could never die!  That was when I knew this stranger with us was Jesus, Risen from the dead, alive and with us!  That’s when I knew why my heart had been filled with such warmth and longing.
Narrator:

They set out that instant and returned to Jerusalem. They found the other disciples and told them their story.
Disciple:

Yes, it is true, Jesus is alive! Alleluia! We know because he came and walked with us and listened to our story. We know because he helped us understand, he gave us meaning and hope. We know that Jesus is alive and with us because we have seen him in the breaking of the Bread and our hearts are warmed by His Presence. What began as a story of death has become a story of new life! That is why we sing Alleluia!
Narrator: Let us stand and sing Alleluia Is Our Song
The Narrator and disciple both turn and bow to the sacred space, then return to their places.
Response To The Word: ALLELUIA IS OUR SONG (Praise & Blessings CD)
HOMILY:

Presider:

How do we know that Jesus is alive and with us on our journey? We cannot see him as the disciples did on the road to Emmaus. So how do we know that Jesus is with us in our lives? Two of our children will come forward now and help us to recognize our Risen God.
Mime: (Two children, PERSON A & PERSON B, dressed in black tops, black pants and bare feet)
Scene1:

READER: There are times when we are lonely, sad and hurting (PERSON A depicts these feelings and holds them in freeze frame) and it feels as if no-one cares (PERSON B depicts this)

The Clown (or little child with her/his older assistant) emerges and comes up to the sanctuary in great concern, feeling the pain of PERSON A, highlighting it and engaging the community in this. She then mirrors the indifferent stance of PERSON B and then turns the scene around from its negativity to something caring and positive. She/he sculptures PERSON B into a position of loving care for PERSON A and transforms PERSON A into a happy response to PERSON B. Clown/little child steps back from the scene very happy. As this is nearly completed the reader says:
READER: But through the loving kindness we show to one another we know that Jesus is alive and with us, through one another.
Sung Response: SING ALLELUIA, SING ALLELU, SING ALLELUIA, SING ALLELU.
Scene 2:

READER: There are times when we are cruel to one another, hurt each other, make people feel bad about themselves (PERSON A assumes an angry aggressive position over PERSON B who is in a frightened, self-protecting position – they freeze frame this).

The Clown/little child comes forward again and reacts to what she/he sees and proceeds to turn it around from negative to positive, sculpturing the two into a position of reconciliation and forgiveness. She then steps back from the scene. As this is nearly completed the reader says:
READER: But through the willingness to find other ways, to make different choices, to say I am sorry, to forgive and begin again, we know that Jesus is alive and with us, through one another.
Sung Response: SING ALLELUIA, SING ALLELU, SING ALLELUIA, SING ALLELU.
Scene 3:

READER: There are times when we can be so selfish, stingy and mean, not sharing the gifts we have or who we are… (PERSON A & PERSON B stand back to back with their arms and fists tightly folded against themselves.)

The Clown/little child comes forward again and reacts to what she/he sees and proceeds to turn it around from negative to positive, sculpturing the two into a position of loving friendship. She/he then steps back very excited from the scene. As this is nearly completed the reader says:
READER: But when we learn to open up, to trust and share we grow in friendship and in love and through this love we know that Jesus is alive and with us, through one another.
Sung Response: SING ALLELUIA, SING ALLELU, SING ALLELUIA, SING ALLELU.
During this sung response the Clown/little child quietly leaves.
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Prayer of the Faithful:

Presider: (Let us stand.) As we gather this Easter day to celebrate the

Resurrection of Jesus, we come with our hearts filled with hope and

joy, so we pray…
READER: We pray that through the loving kindness we offer each other that

people will know that Jesus is alive and with us. So we proclaim..

Response: Jesus is living, is living in us. Alleluia!
READER: We pray that as we try to find ways to make good choices, to

forgive others and to begin again, that we will show that Jesus is

alive and with us. So we proclaim…

Response: Jesus is living, is living in us. Alleluia!
READER: We pray for those who do not know that Jesus is with them, those

in our country and in our world who are hurting and in need, that

Jesus will send them someone special to bring them his comfort and

love. So we proclaim…

Response: Jesus is living, is living in us. Alleluia!
READER: We pray for those we know and love in our families and community, who need to know that Jesus is with them in their troubles and sadness, that we

may be for them the hope and love of Jesus. So we proclaim…

Response: Jesus is living is living in us. Alleluia!
Presider: This is our prayer loving God, that we may bring your life and love to

each other and through this, to our world. We make this prayer in

your name. Amen.
Blessing:

Presider: Let us bow our heads and pray for God’s Easter blessing.

PAUSE AND ALL BOW THEIR HEADS
Presider: Through the Resurrection of Jesus, our Easter song is Alleluia!

May God bless us with joy!

Response: Amen.
Presider: We delight in the wonder and mystery of Easter.

May God bless us with wisdom and understanding

Response: Amen.
Response: We are the life of Jesus for one another.

May God bless us with the love of Jesus.

Response: Amen.
Dismissal:

Presider: Today we have continued our story of Jesus, celebrating the new life of His Resurrection. So let our hearts sing out our Alleluia and celebrate Jesus’ life

in us.
CONCLUDING HYMN: CELEBRATE (Praise & Blessings CD)
The Clown/little child (with her/his older assistant), gets the Cross and with the help of two children joyfully takes it around the community during this final hymn, letting the Resurrection colours flow and dance. In the last chorus they take it back to the sacred space and hold it high until the song ends. Then they place in back in its stand. The Clown leaves discreetly.
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Alleluia, He Lives!

Easter Celebration
Liturgy of The Word For Children
Duration of Liturgy: Approximately 30 minutes

This Easter Liturgy is specifically intended as a re-gathering celebration at the

beginning of the second school term (where Easter has fallen within the

school holidays) and not for use in Holy Week. This liturgy takes up where we

left off in Holy Week. The symbols of water, light and the butterfly are used in

this celebration.
Liturgy Coordinator Briefs Community: The Liturgy Coordinator welcomes

and briefs the community who are gathered outside the Church, explaining

that all will process following the Easter Candle and Cross into the Church.
Entrance Procession:

The Entrance Procession begins with the gathering of all outside. All follow

the Easter Candle and Cross (draped in white and yellow/gold fabric) into the

Church while singing the Entrance Hymn. The order of the Procession is as

follows:

• The Paschal Candle

• Lectionary

• The Cross draped in white and yellow/gold fabric

• The whole community

• Ministers

• Presider
Entrance Hymn: EASTER PEOPLE (A Wonderful Song of Joy & As One Voice For Kids)

When the entrance hymn has finished and all the community have entered the

church or worship space, the symbols are enthroned, one at a time, in the

sacred space, which is draped with Easter coloured fabric.
Introduction:

Alleluia, alleluia! This is our song of praise! Jesus is risen, as he said!

We gather with joyful hearts to celebrate our Risen Christ!
Opening Prayer:

Let us pray.

God of Easter joy, we have remembered Jesus’ suffering and now we

celebrate the joy of his resurrection. We pray that we may rejoice and

live out the New Life we receive through his resurrection. We ask this in

the name of our Risen Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia!

All: Amen. Alleluia!

Liturgy of the Word

First Reading: Colossians 3: 1- 4
Sung Response: PSALM 100 – MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE

(As One Voice For Kids)
Gospel Acclamation: ALLELUIA, HEAR GOD’S WORD

(Saints and Celebrations)
During the singing, The Word and the Easter Candle are carried forward by

two children to the reader. During the proclamation of the Gospel, the child

holding the Easter Candle stands near the reader, continuing to hold the

candle. Following the Gospel, the candle is returned to its allocated position.
Gospel: Mark 16:1-8 Jesus, who was crucified, has risen.
Homily:

The homilist begins reflecting on the readings with the community by

dialoguing with the children about the extraordinary mystery of Jesus’

resurrection, using examples from creation that may help to bring some

understanding of the mystery of life coming from death, such as the seed, and

in particular the caterpillar and the butterfly. At this point, a large colourful

butterfly (made by stretching stocking material over wire butterfly frame and

then painting the material), is brought down the centre aisle. The carrier holds

it high, swooping and turning it as she/he moves forward towards the

sanctuary. The homilist meets the child and gently takes the butterfly from

her/him. The child returns to her/his place and the homilist dialogues with the

children about the mystery of the caterpillar and butterfly, using it to help the

children appreciate the mystery of Jesus’ death and resurrection. The

homilist then places the butterfly reverently in the sacred space where all can

see it. Finally, the homilist invites the children to reflect quietly in their own

hearts about how they experience Jesus’ life in their daily life. Give them a

minute or two to reflect on this and then ask for some examples. Conclude by

inviting them to sing the following hymn.
Sung Response to Homily: NEW HOPE (Hi God)

Dancers come forward, dressed in white and holding coloured ribbons. They

take up the butterfly and dance with it in this song.
Litany of Praise (All stand)

READER: You are our Risen Lord, Jesus Christ.

All: Praise to you, our Risen Jesus!

READER: You lead us from darkness to light.

All: Praise to you, our Risen Jesus!

READER: You lead us from death to New Life.

All: Praise to you, our Risen Jesus!

READER: You are Hope for all who are hopeless.

All: Praise to you, our Risen Jesus!

READER: You are Lord of all.

All: Praise to you, our Risen Jesus!

READER: You are justice for those who are broken and down-trodden.

All: Praise to you, our Risen Jesus!

READER: Your cross and resurrection set us free.

All: Praise to you, our Risen Jesus!

READER: You are our glorious, Risen One.

All: Praise to you, our Risen Jesus!
Blessing With Easter Water

Presider:

Living God, by the waters of our baptism, and through faith,

we share in Jesus’ New Life. We have become a new creation and are

God’s children. May we who are blessed by this holy Easter water be

reminded of our life in you.

As the song begins, the dancers with coloured ribbons begin moving around

the community, accompanying the ministers with the holy water. Generous

amounts of holy water are sprinkled over the community as all sing the

following hymn.
Hymn During Blessing: SING ALLELUIA (Praise and Blessings)
Dismissal
Presider: Through the resurrection of God’s Son, Jesus, you are given

new life. May you be filled with Easter joy as you go forth singing

Alleluia in your hearts!

All: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
Final Hymn & Dance: EASTER ALLELUIA (As One Voice For Kids)
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Jesus Lives!

Liturgy of The Word For Children

Easter Celebration For The New Term
Duration of Liturgy: Approximately 30 minutes

Briefing Before the Liturgy:

The Liturgy Coordinator briefs the community and invites them to stand for the

Entrance Hymn.
Entrance Procession & Hymn: LIVING IS THE WORD (Praise & Blessings)

The Entrance Procession is one of colour and brightness. Leading this

Procession is the Paschal candle surrounded by large butterflies and flowers

that are held high on long thin dowling rods. The Lectionary is decorated with

long flowing ribbons of many colours. Children follow behind the Word holding

the ribbons. As the Procession reaches the front of the worship area, the

butterflies and flowers are placed in various positions in the sacred space. The

Candle and the Word are displayed to the community and then enthroned in the

sacred space.

Order of Procession

• Paschal Candle

• Butterflies and flowers

• Lectionary

• Ribbon Bearers

• Presider
Welcome & Introduction:

Welcome to our celebration of the Word. This is a joyful time for us all!

Jesus, who was dead, now lives again! We celebrate his Risen Life; his

New Life. On the road to the town of Emmaus, Jesus met up with friends

who thought he was gone forever. They talked about all the things that had

happened. They ate with him. They recognized Jesus as they shared the

meal with him. Their hearts were warmed because Jesus was with them.

Jesus is as present to us now in the Word as he was to his friends. He is

alive! We celebrate as we pray…
Opening Prayer:

God our Companion,

Jesus died but now he lives again! He met his disciples where they were

on their journey. He ate with them. Jesus’ presence made their hearts

warm. May our Easter joy make our own hearts burn within us as we

recognize the living Jesus in our midst. We ask this in the Risen Lord’s

name.

All: Amen.
Gospel Acclamation: EASTER ALLELUIA (Renew & Rejoice)

Have two senior students come forward to assist with the procession of the

Word. One takes up the Paschal candle (or, if this is too heavy, lights another

processional candle from it). She/he then goes to the place where the Lectionary

is enthroned. The second student takes up the Lectionary and displays it to the

community. The candle bearer leads the Lectionary bearer in procession to the

place where the Gospel will be proclaimed.
Gospel: LUKE 24: 13-35

The Road to Emmaus

The Lectionary bearer hands the Lectionary to the Presider who in turn, holds it

high until the acclamation has ended. The Candle bearer stands beside the

Presider as s/he says,

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke.

All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.
At this Point have 4 or 5 children and adults come forward, to each recite a

section of this Gospel. (This would mean that each person would need to learn

their part of the text by heart.) Have one as the narrator or commentator and the

others proclaim their sections, as if they were testifying to their own experience of

this story. As they come forward they touch the Word of God and then stand in a

line beside the Presider, in order of their recitation. When the Gospel has ended,

the candle bearer returns the candle to its place, and all go back to their seats.

Homily:

Invite the community to reflect in silence on a word or phrase that they heard

from the Gospel which spoke to them. When the time is right, invite a few people

to share their word or phrase. Take a brief minute to reflect on how the two

disciples knew that Jesus was alive: -

-he meet them on their journey

-he noticed how they were (sad, downhearted)

-he listened to their story

-he made sense of their story by sharing his own resurrection story

-he warmed their hearts by being with them and talking with them

-he accepted their hospitality

-he shared the bread of his own life with them

Because they actually experienced him, they could go back to the other disciples

and say , He Lives! Ask the community to reflect for a minute or so on how they

know that Jesus is alive. Could they say what these two disciples said, He lives

because we have experienced him? At this point 2 or 3 children and 1 adult

come forward, one at a time, and briefly share how they experience the presence

of Jesus in their life. (These children and the adult need to be comfortable and

genuine, as well as concise – the more sincere and spontaneous they can be,

the deeper their impact. Encourage them to speak from their hearts rather than

read from a page about this.)
Sung Response: OPEN MY EYES, LORD (As One Voice /Vol 1)
Following this, a child stands in front of the gathering to lead the children in the

simple actions to the song OPEN MY EYES, LORD. Hands point to the eyes on

‘Open my eyes, Lord’. Hands point to the ears on ‘Open my ears, Lord’. Hands

cover the heart on ‘Open my heart, Lord’. ‘I Live within you’, raise both arms high

above one’s head and body and bring them down slowly and firmly to the heart.
Prayer of the Faithful

Presider: With humble hearts we come before you in our need.

READER: Jesus lives! He walked with the disciples on the road to Emmaus.

(PAUSE) Walk with us, O God, as we journey with you and with one

another.

Lord, hear us.

All: Living Lord, hear our prayer.
READER: Jesus lives! He listened as his friends told him their stories.

(PAUSE) Listen to the stories of our lives, O God, as we tell you of our

hopes, our hurts and our longings.

Lord, hear us.

All: Living Lord, hear our prayer.
READER: Jesus lives! He shared a meal with his companions. (PAUSE)

Help us to remember, O God, that it is you who are at the centre of our

community and our sharing.

Lord, hear us.

All: Living Lord, hear our prayer.
READER: Jesus lives! He warmed the hearts of his disciples, leaving them

to want more of him. (PAUSE) Warm our hearts too, O God, and send us

forth with a great desire for you.

Lord, hear us.

All: Living Lord, hear our prayer.
Presider: Living Lord, hear the prayers your loving children ask of you

with trusting hearts. This we pray in Jesus’ name.

All: Amen
Blessing and Dismissal:

The Presider extends her/his arms over the community as s/he says the

following:

Presider: May you be blessed with the joy of the risen Christ.

All: Amen.

Presider: May you be blessed with the peace of the risen Christ.

All: Amen.

Presider: May you be blessed with the new life of the risen Christ.

All: Amen.

Presider: And may you be always blessed by the warmth of Jesus’

presence in your hearts.

All: Amen.
The Presider, assisted by servers, moves out and blesses the community with

generous amounts of holy water. As the community are blessed they cross

themselves with the sign of the cross.
Final Prayer: God who journeys with us, joyfully we celebrate the risen life

of Jesus your Son. May he continue to live in the hearts of us all as we

journey with him. We ask this in Jesus, who is our Companion.

All: Amen.
Presider: Let us go forth now to continue our journey in the company of

Jesus. Amen
Final Hymn: EMMAUS SONG (Praise & Blessings)
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Things to prepare:


symbols – a heart-shaped helium balloon, or other heart symbol; palms; bread and wine; crown of thorns; simple wooden cross; white cloth


six simple tableaux to dramatise parts of the story as they are read, as well as


     a drum; a triangle; some quiet music. 
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