
1. Jesus Christ is the face of the Father’s mercy. These words might well sum up the 
mystery of the Christian faith. Mercy has become living and visible in Jesus of Nazareth, 
reaching its culmination in him….  Jesus of Nazareth, by his words, his actions, and his 
entire person reveals the mercy of God.  

 

2. We need constantly to contemplate the mystery of mercy. It is a wellspring of joy, 
serenity, and peace. Our salvation depends on it. Mercy: the word reveals the very mystery 
of the Most Holy Trinity. Mercy: the ultimate and supreme act by which God comes to meet 
us. Mercy: the fundamental law that dwells in the heart of every person who looks sincerely 
into the eyes of his brothers and sisters on the path of life. Mercy: the bridge that connects 
God and man, opening our hearts to the hope of being loved forever despite our sinfulness. 

 

8. With our eyes fixed on Jesus and his merciful gaze, we experience the love of the Most 
Holy Trinity. The mission Jesus received from the Father was that of revealing the mystery 
of divine love in its fullness. “God is love” (1 Jn 4:8,16), John affirms for the first and only 
time in all of Holy Scripture. This love has now been made visible and tangible in Jesus’ 
entire life. His person is nothing but love, a love given gratuitously. The relationships he 
forms with the people who approach him manifest something entirely unique and 
unrepeatable. The signs he works, especially in favour of sinners, the poor, the 
marginalized, the sick, and the suffering, are all meant to teach mercy. Everything in him 
speaks of mercy. Nothing in him is devoid of compassion….   What moved Jesus in all of 
these situations was nothing other than mercy, with which he read the hearts of those he 
encountered and responded to their deepest need.  

 

9. From another parable, we cull an important teaching for our Christian lives. In reply to 
Peter’s question about how many times it is necessary to forgive, Jesus says: “I do not say 
seven times, but seventy times seven times” (Mt 18:22)….  This parable contains a profound 
teaching for all of us. Jesus affirms that mercy is not only an action of the Father, it 
becomes a criterion for ascertaining who his true children are. In short, we are called to 
show mercy because mercy has first been shown to us.  

 

10. Mercy is the very foundation of the Church’s life. All of her pastoral activity should be 
caught up in the tenderness she makes present to believers; nothing in her preaching and in 
her witness to the world can be lacking in mercy. The Church’s very credibility is seen in 
how she shows merciful and compassionate love.  

 

 

 



12. The Church is commissioned to announce the mercy of God, the beating heart of the 
Gospel, which in its own way must penetrate the heart and mind of every person. The 
Spouse of Christ must pattern her behaviour after the Son of God who went out to everyone 
without exception….  It is absolutely essential for the Church and for the credibility of her 
message that she herself live and testify to mercy. Her language and her gestures must 
transmit mercy, so as to touch the hearts of all people and inspire them once more to find 
the road that leads to the Father…  Consequently, wherever the Church is present, the 
mercy of the Father must be evident. In our parishes, communities, associations and 
movements, in a word, wherever there are Christians, everyone should find an oasis of 
mercy. 

 

14. The practice of pilgrimage has a special place in the Holy Year, because it represents 
the journey each of us makes in this life. Life itself is a pilgrimage, and the human being is a 
viator, a pilgrim travelling along the road, making his way to the desired destination…  May 
pilgrimage be an impetus to conversion: we will find the strength to embrace God’s mercy 
and dedicate ourselves to being merciful with others as the Father has been with us. 

 

15. In this Holy Year, we look forward to the experience of opening our hearts to those 
living on the outermost fringes of society: fringes which modern society itself creates. How 
many uncertain and painful situations there are in the world today! How many are the 
wounds borne by the flesh of those who have no voice because their cry is muffled and 
drowned out by the indifference of the rich! During this Jubilee, the Church will be called 
even more to heal these wounds, to assuage them with the oil of consolation, to bind them 
with mercy and cure them with solidarity and vigilant care…  Let us open our eyes and see 
the misery of the world, the wounds of our brothers and sisters who are denied their 
dignity, and let us recognize that we are compelled to heed their cry for help! May we reach 
out to them and support them so they can feel the warmth of our presence, our friendship, 
and our fraternity! May their cry become our own, and together may we break down the 
barriers of indifference that too often reign supreme and mask our hypocrisy and egoism! 

It is my burning desire that, during this Jubilee, the Christian people may reflect on the 
corporal and spiritual works of mercy. It will be a way to reawaken our conscience, too often 
grown dull in the face of poverty.  

 

16. In the Gospel of Luke, we find another important element that will help us live the 
Jubilee with faith. Luke writes that Jesus, on the Sabbath, went back to Nazareth and, as 
was his custom, entered the synagogue. They called upon him to read the Scripture and to 
comment on it. The passage was from the Book of Isaiah where it is written: “The Spirit of 
the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good tidings to the 
afflicted; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and freedom to those in captivity; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour” (Is 61:1-2). A 
“year of the Lord’s favour” or “mercy”: this is what the Lord proclaimed and this is what we 
wish to live now. This Holy Year will bring to the fore the richness of Jesus’ mission echoed 
in the words of the prophet:… the preaching of Jesus is made visible once more in the 
response of faith which Christians are called to offer by their witness.  


