
Wednesday 29th June

[image: image1.wmf]

NAIDOC WEEK PARA LITURGY[image: image2.wmf]
                            Wednesday 29th June 2005

Introduction:   (Aboriginal Teaching Assistant)
Good Morning and welcome to our end of term paraliturgy. We begin today’s paraliturgy by acknowledging the traditional owners of the land on which we gather, the land of the Noongar people. The traditional owners who walked and cared for this land for thousands of years and their descendants who maintain these spiritual connections and traditions.

Let us observe a minute of silence to reflect on the million of footprints that travelled the Dreaming pathways.

Opening Song:     Gurringindenarme

Gur–ring- in–den–arm–e    
 Ju-ju-mo-be-ro-no-

Gur–ring- in–den–arm–e         Gur–ring- in–den–arm–e     

Ju-ju-mo-be-ro-no-                 
 Gur–ring- in–den–arm–e     

Ju – ju – mo – be – ro -   no.

Opening Prayer:  (Aboriginal Teacher)
O God, Creator of all peoples, we thank you that you are found and worshipped in every land, in dance and community, in suffering and peace-making, in silence and singing and in the faithfulness of your people. Help us to build right relations with each other based on truth and justice. We ask this prayer through Christ our Lord, Amen.

L.
We pray for a truthful mind and heart. May we listen with care to the stories of 
the peoples of this land.

All:
Justice and peace shall embrace and peace will follow after.

L.
May we listen with wonder to the story of endless generations of Indigenous 

human presence and cultural activity in this land.

All:
Justice and peace shall embrace and peace will follow after.

L. May we hear with excitement all those who in our won day work together to build a more just and respectful community for all Australians.

All:
Justice and peace shall embrace and peace will follow after.

L. 
We pray for the gift of respect for one another. May we welcome and appreciate every person who we meet and value all that makes us different from one another.

All:
Justice and peace shall embrace and peace will follow after.

L. We pray for a commitment to justice. May we grow in our understanding of the rights and responsibilities of all people who make up our community.

All:
Justice and peace shall embrace and peace will follow after.

L. May barriers of race, culture, suspicion, misunderstanding and fears be overcome?

All:
Justice and peace shall embrace and peace will follow after.

Reading:  John 15:9-13,16-17 (Teacher)
I love you just as the Father loves me; remain in my love. If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in his love.

I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and your joy may be complete. My commandment is this: love one another, just as I have loved you. 

You did not choose me; I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit, the kind of fruit that endures. And so the Father will give you whatever you ask of him in my name. This then is what I command you: love one another.

We will now watch a photo story of our school and listen to some quiet music.

Prayers of the Faithful:    (Aboriginal Teacher & Students)
Loving God, on this day of celebration we acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples throughout Australia. We turn to you in prayer and seek the help of the Spirit as we prayer to you.

1. We pray for the Church for the grace to joyfully follow in the footsteps of Jesus

Lord hear us.

2. As we celebrate this paraliturgy today we pray for peace in our hearts, our families, our communities throughout the world. Help us to realise Lord, that you use us to bring about peace each time we ask for forgiveness to one another.

Lord hear us.

3. We ask you Lord to guide the young, that they may come to know and seek you and have trust in your mercy.

Lord hear us.

4. We thank you and praise you for all good things you provide for us, help us to share what has been given to us.

Lord hear us.

5. We pray for a better understanding and respect between all peoples in our country. Help us to appreciate the differences of our cultures, languages and backgrounds.

Lord hear us.

Hymn:       One Body

Chorus

There is one Body-one Spirit

The peace that binds us all

There is one Lord-one living faith

And one God, the maker of all.

Bear with one another in charity

With gentleness and care

Preserve the unity of the Spirit that we share

Chorus

Jesus who descended

Is he who rose above 

to each he gave his gifts

To reach the fullness of his love

Chorus:

Living by the truth and justice

We’ll grow to be like Christ

In service give our lives

As a body we will rise

Chorus x 2.

Prayer for Guidance:  (Teacher)
Creator of all things,

Both seen and unseen,

Speak to us in your great wisdom,

Make us strong as we seek

Your help and guidance,

Teach us to love all people

Regardless of race or colour or belief.

May we listen with great care

To the heartbeat of the land

And to its people

Who cared for it so well

And for so long.

May the peace these people and their land

Have always enjoyed

Continue to be strengthened and preserved

By all who wish to come and be part of

This country and its “Ancient Dreaming’.

(Used with permission of Elizabeth Pike, 1998)

Hymn:    Aboriginal Our Father

You are Our Father

You live in Heaven,

We talk to You Father,

You are good.

You are Our Father,

You live in Heaven.

We talk to you Father

You are good.

We believe your word, Father,

We your children, 

Give us bread today.

(x2)

We have done wrong, We are sorry

Teach us Father all about your word

(x2)

Others have done wrong to us and

We are sorry for them Father today.



(x2)
Keep us from doing wrong Father.

Save us all from the evil one.

(x2)

(Clap)

You are our Father,

You live in Heaven,

We talk to you,

Father, you are good

(x2)

Final Blessing:  (Teacher)
May the God who dances in creation,

Who embraces us with human love,

Who shakes our lives like thunder,

Bless us and drive us out with power

To fill the world with justice and with peace;

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always.

Amen.

Final Hymn:     We are Australian
Verse 1.

I came from the Dreamtime

From the dusty red soil plains

I am the ancient heart the keeper of the flame

I stood upon the rocky shore

I watched the tall ships come

For 40 000 years I’ve been the first Australian.

 Chorus;

We are one but we are many

And from all the lands on earth we come

We share a dream and sing with one voice

I am, you are, we are Australian.

Verse 2.

I came upon a prison ship bowed down by iron chains

I cleared the land, endured the lash and waited for the rains

I’m a settler, I’m a farmers wife on a dry and barren run

A convict and a freeman

I became Australian

Chorus:

Verse 3.

I’m a teller of stories

I’m a singer of songs

I’m Albert Namajira and I paint the ghostly gums

I’m Clancy on his horse

I’m Ned Kelly on the run

I’m the one who waltzed Matilda

I am Australian.

Chorus:

End

I am, you are, we are Australian

I am, you are, we are Australian


I am, you are, we are Australian
