
T          he Feast of the Assumption celebrates the 
belief that the body and soul of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary was taken into heaven after the end of her 

earthly life. Mary’s assumption into heaven is seen by 
many as a fulfilment of Jesus’ promise to all faithful 
servants; that they too will be received into the kingdom 
of God. Mary is seen as the first disciple of Jesus and a 
model for all disciples; it is fitting that she receive the 
gift of discipleship first of all. Belief in the Assumption of 
Mary had become widespread by the end of the seventh 
century and was eventually defined in an infallible 
statement by Pope Pius XII in 1950.
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