Which of you walks in darkness and sees no light?

…lean on God.

~ Isaiah 50:4-10
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READING:  John 8: 1-11

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At daybreak he appeared in the Temple again; and as all the people came to him, he sat down and began to teach them.
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The scribes and Pharisees brought a woman along who had been caught committing adultery; and making her stand there in full view of everybody, they said to Jesus, ‘Master, this woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery, and Moses has ordered us in the Law to condemn women like this to death by stoning. What have you to say?’ They asked him this as a test, looking for something to use against him. But Jesus bent down and started writing on the ground with his finger. As they persisted with their question, he looked up and said, ‘If there is one of you who has not sinned, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.’ Then he bent down and wrote on the ground again. When they heard this they went away one by one, beginning with the eldest, until Jesus was left alone with the woman, who remained standing there. He looked up and said, ‘Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?’ ‘No one, sir,’ she replied. ‘Neither do I condemn you,’ said Jesus ‘go away, and don’t sin any more.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

REFLECTION:

A lean-to, a few pieces of wood nailed together. ..  
A place of shelter…  
A place of comfort from harsh storms…
As humans, we too need our lean-tos in the storm of life…  
Our lean-tos can be anyone or anything that brings us a sense of hope… 
a pause from the pain… 
a bit of strength to sustain us… 
a little vision for guidance…
 a touch of happiness…
like Jesus was to the woman…

We have a wonderful lean-to in God… 
whose heart continually welcomes us and provides refuge for us….
He asks little of us in return…
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PRAYER:

God who dwells within,

we turn our hearts again to you and we proclaim:

nothing can come between us and your love for us

which has been made visible in Jesus.

We lean upon you 

for you, O God, are my refuge,

and we offer you our thanks.

Amen.   
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