
UNLOCKING SCRIPTURE 
• The context of the text –  

 Who wrote the text? When? Where? For whom? What were his 
concerns/the theological meanings he wished to convey? 

 Who are the people and events in the text? What is the religious world of 
the text? What is the social/cultural world of the text? 

 Where did the text take place? 
 What did particular words, images or expression mean at the time the text 

was written? 

• The structure of the text - 
 What is the genre?  What techniques are characteristic of that genre and 

how are they deployed in the text? 
 What are the ways the author attempts to influence feelings, ideas and 

expectations in the text? 

• The “so what?” of the text – 
 What does this text mean for believers? 



41Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the 
festival of the Passover.42And when he was twelve years 
old, they went up as usual for the festival. 



43When the festival was ended and they started to return, 
the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents 
did not know it.44Assuming that he was in the group of 
travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to 
look for him among their relatives and friends.45When they 
did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for 
him. 



46After three days 
they found him in 
the temple, sitting 
among the 
teachers, listening 
to them and asking 
them 
questions.47And all 
who heard him were 
amazed at his 
understanding and 
his answers. 



48When his parents saw him 
they were astonished; and his 
mother said to him, “Child, 
why have you treated us like 
this? Look, your father and I 
have been searching for you 
in great anxiety.”49He said 
to them, “Why were you 
searching for me? Did you 
not know that I must be in my 
Father’s house?”50But they 
did not understand what he 
said to them. 



51Then he went 
down with them and 
came to Nazareth, 
and was obedient to 
them. His mother 
treasured all these 
things in her 
heart.52And Jesus 
increased in wisdom 
and in years, and in 
divine and human 
favor. 



The Boy Jesus in the Temple – Luke 2:41-52  
 
41Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the 
Passover.42And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for 
the festival.43When the festival was ended and they started to return, the 
boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know 
it.44Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s 
journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and 
friends.45When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to 
search for him.46After three days they found him in the temple, sitting 
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.47And all 
who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers.48When 
his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, 
“Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have 
been searching for you in great anxiety.”49He said to them, “Why were 
you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s 
house?”50But they did not understand what he said to them.51Then he 
went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. 
His mother treasured all these things in her heart.52And Jesus increased 
in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. 



For each of the characters in the story, describe what 
each saw, heard, said and did. 

Crowd 

Jesus Mary and Joseph 



What did Joseph and Mary say to each other when Jesus had 
gone to bed? 

What were Mary and Joseph thinking when they finally found 
Jesus? 



LUKE’S GOSPEL 

Who wrote the text? When? Where? For whom? What were 
his concerns/the theological meanings he wished to convey? 
  



 



YOUR TASK… 
(you have 20 mins) 

1. Find your group members using the coloured 
dots on your books. 

2. Divide up the reading from pages 9-12 amongst 
the group. 

3. Individually read through your part of the 
information and take notes of important 
information. 

4. Summarise your new knowledge                                                    
with your team. 

Who are the people and events in the text? What is the religious 
world of the text? What is the social/cultural world of the text? 
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